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USAA AUTO INSURANCE 


WHY SWITCH? 
MEMBERS WHO 
SWITCHED SAVED 

AN AVERAGE OF $707. 


It’s worth making the change. Members 
switched and saved an average of $707 
per year on USAA Auto Insurance. 


Visit USAA.COM/LEGION or call 877-699-2654 
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‘A Never-Again 
Moment’ 


Veterans make a final, 
desperate push to bring 
Afghan interpreters and 
their families to safety. 
By Ken Olsen 

Cover photo by Chet Strange 


What's ina 
(Code) Name 


Overlord to New Dawn, 
each has meaning - 
and a message for 
America’s enemies. 

By Alan W. Dowd 


Learning Curve 


NASCAR legend Jimmie 
Johnson makes the 
jump to open-wheel 
racing in The American 
Legion’s 48 car. 

By Matt Grills 


aiaee THE FOB This month's issue 


View videos, read debuts The FOB (Forward 
more stories and Operating Base/Front of the 
find resources at Book), which includes reader 


letters, submissions to 


legion.org. , : 
9 9g legion.org/legiontown, results 
on activities that advance The 
The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion American Legion's identity as 


for its 1.8 million members. These wartime veterans, working through 12,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and “Veterans Strengthening 
Country and traditional American values; strong national security; adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and fi = 
orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation’s youth. America” and more. 
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ra ® Our simplest 
mam SMartphone ever. 


FROM THE MAKERS OF JITTERBUG® 


The Lively” Smart is our simplest smartphone with a simple 
menu, large screen and exclusive health and safety services. 


EASY Everything you want to do, from texting Plans with 


and taking pictures, to emailing and getting 
directions, is organized in a single list on one °7 [48 
screen with large, legible letters. Plus, Voice 

Typing makes writing emails and texts effortless. 


SMART Turn your Lively Smart into a personal safety 
device with our Urgent Response Service and exclusive 
health apps. 


AFFORDABLE Lively has a variety of plans with data 
starting as low as *1748 per month. Compared to other 
cell phone companies, you could save over $300 per year. 


ct) Internet 


FATHER’S DAY 


Powered by the nation’s most 


reliable wireless network. 2 5 % 
Ore NO LONG-TERM 1 
eee = CONTRACTS OFF 


No cancellation fees §Toorder or learn more, call 


1.800.650.5573 


| | l I _ — ——— — — —— 7 
No long-term | Keep your current | 100% U.S.-based live customer No hidden | Affordable, | 
| contracts phonenumber | service and technical support | monthly fees | flexible plans 
° . Available in-store BEST . 
lively | ey oalincak BUY... lively.com/smart 


125% off regular price of *149% is only valid for new lines of service. Offer valid 5/30/21 through 7/3/21. 7Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and are 
subject to change. Plans and services may require purchase of a Lively device and a one-time setup fee of $35. $300 savings calculation based on market leaders’ lowest available monthly 
published fees. Urgent Response or 9-1-1 calls can be made only when cellular service is available. Urgent Response service tracks an approximate location of the device when the device is 
turned on and connected to the network. Lively does not guarantee an exact location. Urgent Response is only available with the purchase of a Health & Safety Package. LIVELY and JITTERBUG 
are trademarks of Best Buy and its affiliated companies. ©2021 Best Buy. All rights reserved. 


COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


Don’t leave 
our Afghan 
allies behind 


As the last U.S. helicopters left 
Saigon in April 1975, desperate South 
Vietnamese families pushed 
through crowds, hoping to be among 
those fortunate enough to be evacuated. 

Our allies left behind faced a terrifying future. Most were 
subjected to indoctrination and harsh labor in communist 
re-education camps. Others were tortured, killed, or died from 
sickness or starvation. 

Yet when it comes to pure depravity, few can match the 
Taliban and al-Qaida terrorists who still inhabit pockets of 
Afghanistan. The fate awaiting many of the brave Afghan 
interpreters who provided life-saving assistance to U.S. troops 
in the global war on terrorism is chilling. 

“The day the last U.S. soldier goes wheels-up out of Bagram 
Air Base, we’ve handed these people a death sentence,” Rep. 
Michael Waltz, R-Fla., recently told Politico. 

Protection of our allies has long been a concern of The 
American Legion. In October 2018, our National Executive 
Committee unanimously passed Resolution No. 16, which calls 
for Congress and the president to recognize Afghan and Iraqi 
Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) recipients who assisted 
and protected U.S. troops and diplomats. In this issue of The 
American Legion Magazine, we tell the stories of Afghan combat 
translators who risked not only their lives but the safety of 
their families to support the U.S. mission in their country. 

Their situation has taken on even greater urgency since the 
announcement of our intention to withdraw all U.S. forces 
from the region by Sept. 1. An estimated 18,000 SIV 
applicants have awaited action for years, some more than a 
decade. These friends have undergone the highest security 
vetting and have earned our trust through their actions. 

On May 5,1 participated in a conference call with the U.S. 
National Security Council. 1 was assured that the Biden 
administration is taking this issue very seriously. Let us hope 
that is the case. The American Legion believes the “forever 
war” must end, but we must not abandon our allies. We must 
honor the promise we made them. 
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MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION 
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military duty during wartime, or are serving now, are 
potentially eligible for membership in The American 
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discharged or still serving honorably. 
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Time to Honor the Valor of a Very Special Hero 


“Navy Values” 
Personalized 
Thermometer 


Army “For Home and 
Country” Clock 


IZED 2 
Person 
with custom 


NAME or 
MESSAGE 


Neither the Department of the Navy nor the department 

or the Air Force nor any other component of the Department of 
Defense has approved, endorsed or authorized this product. 
By federal law, licensing fees paid to the U.S. Army for the use of its trademarks provide T Officially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps. 
support for the Army Trademark Licensing Program, and net licensing revenue is devoted = 9072 

to U.S. Army Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs. U.S. Army name, trademarks and Rial Ielcis Oh Cael e eile Milr'©) 
logos are protected under federal law and used under license by The Bradford Exchange. 


TIME FOR ASALUTE! 


Now you can display your pride in the timely action of a special service 
member with an outstanding Personalized Thermometer Clock, exclusively 


Where Passion Becomes Art 
RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 


The Bradford Exchange 
9345 Milwaukee Avenue, Niles, IL 60714-1393 


T 
Bradford 
+ Sine 


change 
¢ 1973+ 


from The Bradford Exchange. Standing tall at 9% inches high, this : YES. Please reserve the Personalized Thermometer Clock of 
wooden desk clock features a quartz-accurate analog timepiece and indoor ‘my choice for me as described in this announcement. Print the 
temperature thermometer. Rising above the instrument set is a hand- name to be personalized below (limit 20 characters): 
sculpted, three-dimensional symbol representing the branch of service, 


finished in shining silver and gold tones flanked by Old Glory and the NAVY [] 01-25905-001 ARMY [[]01-25904-001 
official service flag of their branch. The golden banner on the base canbe — . i 
personalized free with name and rank of your own hero or with your family | Feme []01-22667-001 A TORCE O BE 26052001 


name. (up to 20 characters.) ‘Mrs. Mr. Ms. 
Act now to get yours in four installments of only $34.99 each, for a total ! Name (Please/Print Clearly) 
of $139.99*. Our 365-Day Guarantee assures your complete satisfaction. ‘Address 
To order, send no money now. Just complete and return the Reservation ‘City State Zip 
Application indicating USMC, Navy, Air Force or Army version and don’t: ; 
forget to include the name for personalization! : Email (optional) 
Ei @ Co) oe '*Plus $19.99 shipping and service per clock; E94902 
1 See bradfordexchange.com. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial 


ORDER TODAY AT BRADFORDEXCHANGE.COM/DESKCLOCK | payment for shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 
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Sacred Centennial 

I was so delighted to read Gavin 
Mcllvenna’s article on the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier (May). My grandmother 
was Marie LeBlanc, who married Otto C. 
Drumm of Tacoma, Wash. She was a 
telephone operator in World War I and one 
of the Hello Girls. The American Legion 
Magazine mentioned the documentary, in 
which the telephone operators finally 
received recognition from the Army for 
their service; she was listed. 

My grandmother was a member of Paris 
Post 1. She was proud of her service, and 
volunteered another 40+ years with the 
American Red Cross as a Gray Lady. 


Janet Larson, Palm Springs, Calif. 
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Great article on the centennial of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. I live in Marble, and the 
quarry is still operating. Of course, the mining of Yule marble has changed from 100 years ago, but 
that beautiful white stone is still used today. The marble was also used for columns for the Lincoln 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. 


Samuel A. Pohousky Jr., Marble, Colo. “Our guys are great for 


The ‘forever war’ jumping in. If it’s a 
Tam a Vietnam veteran who has joined a few veteran veteran, they’re going 
organizations over the years. When I read National ” 
Commander Bill Oxford’s line about putting diplomacy first nO help that veteran. 
(May), I felt honored to be a member of The American Legion. Pennsylvania American 
Gary Espiau, Santa Maria, Calif. Legion Riders Region 7 


Director Phil Campbell, 
on a joint effort by 
Chapter 403 in Glen 

Rock, Pa., and VFW 

Post 7012 to raise 

nearly $8,000 for 

a Marine Corps 

veteran police 
sergeant 


Calculating BMI ete 
In Jennifer Campbell’s fitness column (Living Well, May), the body mass Se ee ee 


Baseball days 
Don Laible’s story about Rollie Fingers and the George W. Rulon 
Award (Rapid Fire, May) brought back a memory. I served with his 
brother Gordy in 1969 at 2/52 Air Defense Artillery Brigade, at what was 
then Selfridge Air Force Base in Michigan. When Rollie was in town to 
play the Tigers, there was a ticket or two available to attend the game. 
Paul Molin, Northville, Mich. 


index formula should have read 200 / (72x72) x 703 =27.1. Seventy-two squared is ad ae 

5,184. This is body weight in pounds / height in inches squared x 703 = body mass shee ls 

index. oul 
event. 


Neal Bralley, Tonganoxie, Kan. 
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Make your home more comfortable than ever 
“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. 
To me, it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.” 


NOW 
also available in 
Genuine Italian Leather 
(and new Chestnut color) 


Pictured: Genuine Italian Leather 
chair chestnut color. 


You can’t always lie down in bed and sleep. 
Heartburn, cardiac problems, hip or back 
aches - and dozens of other ailments and 
worries. Those are the nights you’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in: one that 
reclines to exactly the right degree, raises your feet 
and legs just where you want them, supports your 
head and shoulders properly, and operates at the 
touch of a button. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that and 
more. More than a chair or recliner, it’s designed 
to provide total comfort. Choose your preferred 
heat and massage settings, for hours of 
soothing relaxation. Reading or watching TV? 
Our chair’s recline technology allows you to pause 
the chair in an infinite number of settings. And 
best of all, it features a powerful lift mechanism 
that tilts the entire chair forward, making it easy 
to stand. You'll love the other benefits, too. It 
helps with correct spinal alignment and promotes 


REMOTE-CONTROLLED 
i ) EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 
Z 


A STAND-ASSIST POSITION 


Footrest may 
vary by model 


Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged 
or defective, at our option we will repair it or replace it. © 2021 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 


Genuine Italian Leather 
classic beauty & durability 


MicroLux™ Microfiber 
breathable & amazingly soft 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 


Three Chairs 
in One 
ys Sleep/Recline/Lift 


0 al 


ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS A+ 


back pressure relief, to prevent back and muscle 
pain. The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style back 
and unique seat design will cradle you in comfort. 
Generously filled, wide armrests provide enhanced 
arm support when sitting or reclining. It even has 
a battery backup in case of a power outage. 


White glove delivery included in shipping 
charge. Professionals will deliver the chair to 

the exact spot in your home where you want it, 
unpack it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even 
carry the packaging away! You get your choice 
of Genuine Italian leather, stain and water repellent 
custom-manufactured DuraLux™ with the classic 
leather look or plush MicroLux™ microfiber in a 
variety of colors to fit any decor. New Chestnut 
color only available in Genuine Italian 
Leather. Call now! 


The Perfect Sleep Chair® 
1-888-815-3717 


Please mention code 114938 when ordering. 


Chestnut 


Mahogany Tan Chocolate Blue 


Cashmere Chocolate Indigo 


Long Lasting DuraLux™ (Burgundy) 
stain & water repellent 


Burgundy 


46562 
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Raising the minimum wage 
Although I enthusiastically 
support a $15 federal minimum 
wage (Big Issues, May), I wonder 
if anyone else does. Politicians 
talk about a gradual increase as 
opposed to an immediate hike. 

While that may placate some 
who scream about job losses in 
small businesses, this strategy 
seems weak; low-wage earners 
will need a $20 minimum wage 
by the time they get $15. 

These well-intentioned 
lawmakers also do not offer a 
holistic approach. If you 
increase wages, the landlord 
(and everyone else) goes up on 
the rent, thereby slapping the 
worker back down to where he 
started. Note to Sen. Tammy 
Baldwin, Sen. Bernie Sanders 
and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio- 
Cortez: incorporate protection 
from inflation. 


Bradford E. Randolph, Largo, Fla. 


Stock Snap 
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Photo by Ben Mikesel} 


One post, 700+ vaccinations 


American Legion Post 77 in Brookville, Ind., teamed up with 
Reid Health and the Franklin County Health Department in 
April, opening its doors to help distribute the COVID-19 
vaccine to hundreds of residents, from senior citizens to teens. 


"We were more than willing to be a part of it,” Post 77 
Commander Richard Bodnar said. “I feel like this helps the 
community and its health.” 


Franklin County Health Board member Jennifer Profitt 
thanked post members for their hospitality, calling their 
support for the vaccine clinic “inspiring.” 


Watch a video: legion.org/legiontv 


2 for Tango 


Sixteen months after its launch, The American 
Legion's Tango Alpha Lima podcast continues to grow: 


>2 Ranking among all podcasts for veterans and 
transitioning servicemembers, according to 
ClearanceJobs, a website for veterans employment 


> 5 Stars on an Apple Podcast review that will boost 
Tango Alpha Lima's visibility 


> 2,308 Downloads in May, the second-highest 
monthly total 
> 25,794 Total downloads through May 28 


Subscribe to Tango Alpha Lima on Apple Podcasts, 
Google Podcasts, Spotify, Stitcher and other sites. 
Episodes are released by 9 a.m. Eastern on Tuesdays. 
legion.org/tangoalphalima 

EE 


Why have a 


Stairlift when 
you can have 


a homelift? 


Stay in the home and neighborhood 
you love with a Stiltz Homelift. 


Stairlifts were introduced in 
the 1920s, and not much has 
changed since. 


A stairlift has one use: to move 
you (and only you) between 
floors, slowly. And it fits in only 
one place: your staircase. 


Finally, a stairlift won't keep 
up with you as your mobility 
needs change over time. For 
example, a stairlift can’t carry 
a walker or wheelchair. 


A Stiltz Homelift, on the 
other hand, is an affordable, 
modern home elevator that is 
so compact, it fits just about 
anywhere in your house. 


It requires no special machine 
room, no supporting walls, 
and runs off a standard home 
electrical outlet. 


One look at our unique free- 
standing rail system, and you 
can tell right away why we’re 
called “Stiltz”! 


A Stiltz Homelift is 100% 
safe. The elevator will not 
operate when the door is 
open, and sensors stop the lift 
cab if something is in the way. 


A battery backup lowers the 
lift cab in a power outage. 
The floor lid is safe to walk 
on, and a key lock prevents 
unauthorized use. 


A Stiltz Homelift is versatile. 
Our elevators carry two 
people, or even a wheelchair. 
And the small footprint means 
they fit just about anywhere. 
Install your homelift through 
the floor, in a stairwell, up toa 
landing — even inside a closet! 


A Stiltz Homelift is clean 
and quiet. Our self-contained 
electric drive system is very 
quiet. No messy hydraulics, 
no noisy vacuum systems, no 
basement or attic machine 
rooms required. 


A Stiltz Homelift is an extra 
pair of hands. Move laundry, 
suitcases, books, groceries, 
vacuum cleaners — even the 
family pet — up and down 
between floors with our dual 
remote controls. 


Some Stiltz customers need 
a homelift immediately. But 
others want to “future-proof” 
their homes for the day when 
the stairs become a challenge. 


For a FREE brochure or no obligation home visit 


Call 1-833-797-4634 


or visit www.StiltzLifts.com 


A Stiltz home elevator gives you the 
freedom to enjoy every inch of your 
home, downstairs and upstairs! 


Stiltz is one of the world’s 
leading home elevator 
manufacturers, so you'll be 
in good hands. 


Your homelift will be installed 
and maintained by Stiltz 
trained professionals — 
expert technicians who truly 
care about your freedom, 
mobility and health. 


Affordable 

Small Footprint 

Full Safety Features 
Clean, Quiet Operation 
Low Power Consumption 
Freestanding Design 
Wheelchair Accessible 
Carry Laundry or Pets 
Fast Installation 

Full Warranty 


“Can’t imagine what we’d 
do without it. | wish we had 
installed our Stiltz Homelift 


several years ago!” 
— Mr. James, Roanoke VA 


Stiltz 


Homelifts 
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Bills now before Congress to 
expand health-care benefits 
and relief for veterans exposed 
to burn pits, radiation, Agent 
Orange and other contaminants 
in service. Included is the K2 
Veterans Care Act, to address 
conditions suffered at Karshi- 
Khanabad Air Base in 
Uzbekistan, subject of the 
March 2021 American Legion 
Magazine cover story. 


The American Legion’s 
Buddy Check program has 
proven vital since it was 
installed as a formal 
nationwide initiative in 2019. 
Thousands of veterans and 
their families have heard 
from Legionnaires across the land and received assistance, 
camaraderie and assurance that they have friends who can help, 
especially during the isolated times of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The American Legion Magazine recognizes posts that perform 
effective Buddy Checks in their communities, and encourages 
others to put together teams, make calls and report success 
stories at legion.org/legiontown in the Buddy Checks category. 
Selected submissions will be published monthly. 


‘SOMEONE IS WATCHING OVER US’ 


| wanted to say a special thank you to Mario and Anastasia 
Gonzalez from Carmel, Callif., Post 512. | have been struggling 
with contacting people to obtain COVID-19 shots and was very 
frustrated trying to find someone for that information. Since my 
wife is housebound, and | am her caregiver, it was hard to find 


 @A 


U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 


The war on military the resources. Then a Buddy Check phone call came from Mario 
sexual trauma and Anastasia, who wanted to know if there was anything they 
The American Legion is the first could do. They were able to put me in contact with the right 
major veterans service people, and we were able to receive the first and second doses 
organization to throw its of the vaccine. Needless to say, we are relieved to have been 
support behind the Military vaccinated and know someone is watching over us. 

aati Se TM preveMents: Submitted by John H.C. Chipley 


Increasing Prevention Act, 


which will change how sexual 
assault and harassment are 
addressed in the military. 


The bipartisan measure, 
introduced April 29 by Sen. Whereas... 

Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., is 5.6 million U.S. veterans reside in rural or remote areas 
backed by American Legion 
Resolution 67, passed in 2014. 
Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
withdrew his earlier 


1.1 million Veteran-owned businesses are in rural areas 
High-speed broadband ... can be essential to innovation, 
economic opportunity, health care and civic engagement in today’s 
modern society, and rural areas continue to lack access ... 


opposition to the measure Be it resolved, 

in April, saying, “We've The American Legion urges the Federal Communications 

been at it for years, and Commission (FCC), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
we haven't effectively and Department of Commerce (DOC) to prioritize the expansion of 
moved the needle. We broadband in rural America. 

have to. We must.” Passed, American Legion Spring NEC Virtual Meeting, May 5-6, 2021 
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Advertisement 


UPPER CLASS JUST GOT 
LOWER PRICED za 


Finally, luxury built for value— 
not for false status 


Uz Stauer came along, you needed an inheritance 
to buy a timepiece with class and refinement. 
Not any more. The Stauer Magnificat IT embodies 
the impeccable quality and engineering once , 
found only in the watch collections of the idle 
rich. Today, it can be on your wrist. 

The Magnificat IT has the kind of 
thoughtful design that harkens back to 
those rare, 150-year-old moon phases that 
once could only be found under glass in a 
collector’s trophy room. 

Powered by 27 jewels, the Magnificat | | 
is wound by the movement of your body. | | 
An exhibition back reveals the genius of | 
the engineering and lets you witness the 
automatic rotor that enables you to wind ~ 
the watch with a simple flick of your wrist. 

It took three years of development and 
$26 million in advanced Swiss-built watch- 


II. When we took the watch to renowned ~ 
watchmaker and watch historian George 
Thomas, he disassembled it and studied 
the escapement, balance wheel and the 
rotor. He remarked on the detailed 
guilloche face, gilt winding crown, and 
the crocodile-embossed leather band. He \S 
was intrigued by the three interior dials > 
for day, date, and 24-hour moon phases. He 
estimated that this fine timepiece would cost 
over $2,500. We all smiled and told him that 
the Stauer price was less than $100. A truly 
magnificent watch at a truly magnificent price! 
Try the Magnificat II for 30 days and if you 
are not receiving compliments, please return 
the watch for a fall cee of the purchase price. The Stauer 
The precision-built movement carries a 2 year Magnificat IT is 


warranty-against defect. If you trust your own good 
taste, the Magnificat IT is built for you. P owered by y EP " 
_ om own movement 


Stauer Magnificat Il Timepiece $399 
Offer Code Price. +S&P§ 


You must use the offer code to get our special price. 


1-800-333-2045 


Your Offer Code: MAG552-08 Rating of A+ ¢ Luxurious gold-finished case with exposition back 
S t AU @ r° Na caw e eee *¢ 27-jeweled automatic movement 

Bueigalle ree 55337 www.stauer.com * Croc-embossed band fits wrists 674"-8%" 
t Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on ¢ Water-resistant to 3 ATM 


Stauer.com without your offer code. 


Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.° 


THE FOB 


$17,000 


Amount raised in April by the 
American Legion Family of 
Connecticut to help the 
Connecticut Children's 
Medical Center in Hartford, 
a Children & Youth Month 
initiative that has continued 
for more than 25 years 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 
MAGAZINE WELCOMES 
YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown 
and a daytime phone 
number for verification. 
All letters published are 


subject to editing. Due to 
the volume of mail 
received, not every letter 
can be acknowledged. 


The American Legion 
Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
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My grandpa, my hero 


My grandfather, Boyd W. Stone Sr., served with the 2nd 
Infantry Division, 5th Machine Gun Battalion, in World 
War | and was awarded the Silver Star and a “wound 
stripe.” He joined The American Legion in St. Louis and 
was commander of Terminal Railroad Post 85 in 1938. 

Gramps worked for the railroad, so he was able to take 
his family to most national American Legion conventions 
in the '20s and '30s. My dad kept a scrapbook of these 
trips, and it's one of my most treasured possessions. 

When Dad was drafted for World War II, Gramps 
re-upped and was commissioned as a captain (later a 
major) in the 2nd Railway Service unit. On D+11, he went 
ashore at Normandy and was shot by a German sniper 
(his second Purple Heart). He died in 1982. 

Gramps' stories of the Legion and his service during the 
wars were my favorite entertainment growing up. After 
my own service in the Army, | was proud to join the 
Legion. In honor of my dad, a World War Il and Korean 
War veteran, | became a dual member by joining SAL. 


Submitted by Donald "Alamo" Stone, New Berlin, Wis. 


Share your story online: legion.org/legiontown 


“100 Miles for Hope 
got my mental 
well-being back to 
a better place, due 
to being cooped up 
at home. It came at 
the right time, 
and | needed 
to get back out 
there, get going.” 


William Chan of Braxton- 
Perkins American Legion 
Post, Auxiliary Unit and 
Sons of The American 
Legion Squadron 25 in 
Newport News, Va., on the 
benefits of the 100 Miles for 
Hope challenge. Chan's 2021 
goal is to top the 200.19 
miles he logged last year. 
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WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED AWARDED BY J.D. POWER LIMITED TIME OFFER 


° 


Connect on the nation’s largest 10 TIMES IN A ROW Switch by June 30, 2021 and get $25 
networks, with coverage to 99% “#1 in Customer Service among on every new line of service! 
of the U.S. population. Wireless Value MVNOs.” 


SAVE WITH FLEXIBLE, NO CONTRACT PLANS—FROM LIGHT-USE TO UNLIMITED. 
Popular options for two lines include: 


$ OO UNLIMITED ‘22 5O UNLIMITED §§¢ 27 5O UNLIMITED 
TALK + TEXT TALK + TEXT TALK + TEXT 
500MB 3GB 10GB 


MONTH/LINE SHAREDDATA = MONTH/LINE SHAREDDATA = MOQNTH/LINE SHARED DATA 


4 AARP MEMBERS RECEIVE A 5% DISCOUNT ON SERVICE EVERY MONTH. 


© 2021 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. New service activation on approved credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. The prices shown here are the 
per-line costs for a monthly plan with two lines of service. They do not include any state or local taxes. All other products are trademarked by their respective manufacturers. Phones are limited to stock on hand. $25 credit(s) will be 
applied on the first invoice following activation for each new line added May 15—June 30, 2021. Credit(s) will be applied on the first invoice following activation for lines that remain in service at the end of the billing period. May not be 
combinable with some offers. See website for details. For J.D. Power 2021 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards 


AARP member benefits are provided by third parties, not by AARP or its affiliates. Providers pay a royalty fee to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. Some provider offers 
are subject to change and may have restrictions. Please contact the provider directly for details. 


BIG ISSUES 


Ban oil, gas 


easing on federal lands 


President Biden's suspension of new oil and gas leasing on federal lands is aimed at combating 
climate change. Critics say it puts jobs at risk as the U.S. economy still reels from the pandemic. 


SUPPORT 

Rep. Jared Huffman, 
D-Calif. 

Huffman is a member of the House 
Natural Resources Committee. 


Among the many reasons to protect America’s 
public lands from drilling is the most obvious: 
burning fossil fuels is wrecking the only planet 
we have. As the saying goes, if you’re in a hole, 
the first thing to do is stop digging. New fossil- 
fuel projects dig our climate hole deeper. So if 
we're serious about saving this planet, at some 
point we must stop digging. 

Ending new fossil-fuel development on public 
lands, though, is more than just the symbolic 
start of our clean-energy transition. These lands 
support healthy ecosystems and economies, 
preserve our history, and sustain wildlife and 
natural systems. Millions of Americans benefit 
from using and enjoying them. 

That includes a growing number of veterans 
who have discovered that public lands are an 
important part of healing. In 2019, Chad Brown - 
a Navy veteran and president of Soul River, a 
nonprofit that connects veterans to the 
outdoors - testified before Congress on this 
topic. He spoke about his organization’s journeys 
to the Arctic Refuge and how veterans are finding 
meaning, purpose, life and healing from them. 
These transformative experiences for veterans 
are worth more than the marginal profit oil 
companies might squeeze out of new drilling. 

President Biden’s executive order to suspend 
new oil and gas leasing on federal lands gives us 
an opportunity to protect special places, 
confront the climate crisis before it’s too late, and 
keep faith with future generations. 


OPPOSE 

Sen. Cynthia Lummis, 
R-Wyo. 

Lummis is a member of the Senate 


Environment & Public Works 
Committee. 


Last winter’s power outages and rationed 
electricity are tangible evidence of renewable 
energy’s vulnerabilities. As a country, we must 
continue to produce energy of all kinds. 
However, President Biden has ignored science 
and real-world consequences by banning new 
oil and gas development on federal lands. 

This action will actually hurt the 
environment, kill jobs and give a strategic 
advantage to our adversaries. Since 2000, the 
United States has seen a larger decline in 
emissions than any other country, period. We 
did this while becoming the world’s top energy 
producer. The Biden ban will not reduce 
America’s energy demand but drive production 
elsewhere, giving those with lower 
environmental standards - like the Middle East 
and Russia - a strategic advantage. 

Additionally, the ban will eliminate up to 
1million jobs by 2022, cost potentially 
$700 billion in GDP and increase energy costs by 
up to $19 billion. This devastation would be felt 
overwhelmingly by states such as Wyoming, 
which has significant energy reserves locked in 
federal lands and waters. Teachers and children 
will be particularly hard hit, as our schools rely 
on tax revenue from energy production. 

l introduced the POWER Act to give Congress 
power to stop the Biden ban. The price of this 
ban is one the people of Wyoming cannot 
afford. After last winter’s storms, it’s evident the 
rest of the country cannot afford it either. 


CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 
The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 « Phone: (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 * Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Q Why you need dental insurance in retirement. 


Many Americans are fortunate to have dental coverage for their entire working life, through employer-provided 
benefits. When those benefits end with retirement, paying dental bills out-of-pocket can come as a shock, 
leading people to put off or even go without care. 


Simply put — without dental insurance, there may be an important gap in your healthcare coverage. 


> Look for coverage that 
helps pay for major services. 
Some plans may limit the 
number of procedures — or 
pay for preventive care only. 


> Look for coverage with no 
deductibles. Some plans may 
require you to pay hundreds 
out of pocket before benefits 
are paid. 


> Shop for coverage with 
no annual maximum on cash 
benefits. Some plans have 
annual maximums of $1,000. 


Medicare doesn’t pay for 
dental care.’ 

That’s right. As good as Medicare is, 
it was never meant to cover 
everything. That means if you want 
protection, you need to purchase 
individual insurance. 


Early detection can prevent 
small problems from 
becoming expensive ones. 


The best way to prevent large dental 
bills is preventive care. The American 
Dental Association recommends 
checkups twice a year. 


Previous dental work 

can wear out. 

Even if you've had quality dental work in the 
past, you shouldn’t take your dental health 
for granted. In fact, your odds of having a 
dental problem only go up as you age.’ 


Treatment is expensive — 
especially the services people 
over 50 often need. 

Consider these national average costs of 
treatment ... $217 for a checkup ... $189 for 
a filling ... $1,219 for a crown.’ Unexpected 
bills like this can be a real burden, 
especially if you’re on a fixed income. 


1"“Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2021.2 “How might my oral and dental health change as | age?”, www. usnews.com, 11/30/2018. 3 American Dental Association, 
Health Policy Institute, 2018 Survey of Dental Fees, Copyright 2018, American Dental Association. 


DENTAL Insurance 


from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 


Helps keep more money in your pocket! 


M Go to any dentist you want 


MW Helps pay for over 350 procedures 


“| don't worry” 


“Now that | have your dental 
policy, | don't worry about 
going to the dentist. | love your 
plan — you pay what you say!” 
Colleen W., MO 


W No deductible, no annual maximum on cash benefits 


Call for a FREE Information Kit! 


1-800-914-0326 


www.Dental50Plus.today/legion ( Get Info Now ) 


Physicians 
uty 


Mutual 


Here's the information 
you requested on Dentai insurance 


Includes the Participating (GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate 
of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: PIS0GA; NY: PISONY; OK: P1500K; TN: PISOTN). Rider kinds B438, B439 (GA: B439B). 


6247-0121 


LIVING WELL 


The 
‘silent @ 
thief of | 
sight’ — 


NIDEIK 


Media Bakery 


Early diagnosis of glaucoma is critical. 


BY LANCE FRAZER 


Glaucoma is one of the leading causes of 
blindness, affecting more than 3 million Americans. 

Dubbed the “silent thief of sight,” glaucoma 
results from a pressure buildup in the eye, which 
can damage the optic nerve connecting the eye 
and the brain. Davinder Grover of the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology likens the system to a 
faucet and a drain, with part of the eye producing 
fluid necessary for vision and another part draining 
off excess fluid to prevent a pressure buildup. The 
plumbing can be maintained through less fluid or 
improved drainage. However, while damage from 
glaucoma can be stopped if caught in time, it 
cannot be reversed. 

Glaucoma can occur at any age, says Grover, who 
has treated patients from 6 days to 95 years old. 
And the condition is an equal-opportunity offender, 
affecting men and women alike, says Andrew 
Iwach, executive director of the Glaucoma Center of 
San Francisco. Studies show that genetic factors 
put African-Americans at greater risk of developing 
the primary form of glaucoma and suffering 
blindness. It may also progress faster in Hispanic- 
Americans as they age than in other ethnic groups. 

One of the biggest challenges in diagnosing 
glaucoma is its frequent lack of symptoms, 
although some types are different. Amy Zhang, a 
glaucoma specialist at the University of Michigan 
and member of the American Glaucoma Society, 
says acute angle-closure glaucoma is marked by a 
sudden rise in pressure - up to two to three times 
normal - and can include severe headache, eye 
pain and halos around lights. 

Some risk factors include diabetes, heart disease 
and high blood pressure. While certain medical 


conditions can affect the optic nerve, though, that 
doesn’t mean everyone with diabetes will develop 
glaucoma, Zhang says. 

So how to foil the “silent thief”? First, know your 
family history, lwach says. If an immediate relative 
has or had glaucoma, that's not decisive, but it’s 
definitely considered a risk factor. On the other 
hand, if no immediate relative has or had 
glaucoma, that doesn’t guarantee immunity. Ways 
to reduce risk include exercise, quitting smoking, 
wearing protective eyewear when necessary and 
regular eye exams. 

“While there's no direct one-to-one correlation 
between lifestyle and glaucoma, there’s never an 
argument against living a healthy lifestyle,” 
Grover says. 

Since the damage done by glaucoma can be 
stabilized but not undone, early diagnosis is 
critical. “It’s a difficult disease to discuss, because 
there is no cure,” Zhang says. “We focus on 
treatments that can prolong eyesight, and we focus 
on hope for the future as we develop new 
medications and treatments, giving us better ways 
to control glaucoma.” 

The past 10 to 15 years have seen major 
treatment innovations, including in-office laser 
procedures, Grover adds. "To reverse the damage 
by fixing the nerve damage is now a global effort, 
and I'm optimistic that in my lifetime we'll be able 
to (do it),” he says. 


Lance Frazer is a California-based freelance writer 
specializing in health and medicine, science, nature 
and the environment. 


Living Well is designed to provide general information. It is not intended to be, nor is it, medical advice. 
Readers should consult their physicians when they have health problems. 
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«Chronic productive cough? 


*Repeated antibiotic use 
for chest infections? 


*Repeat hospitalizations? 


® 
© 2020 Koninklijke Philips N.V. All rights reserved. 910174-000 Rev C ech 


LIVING WELL 


Supplement 
safely 


Editor’s note: Before starting a new diet or 
strenuous physical activities, seek clearance 
from your primary care physician. 

As a nutritionist and personal trainer, | am 
frequently asked about supplements. Here are 
some common questions and answers: 


Are supplements necessary? Yes, no and 
maybe. It’s always best to get your nutrients 
through food instead of a supplement. For 
example, eat the recommended daily servings of 
fruits and vegetables rather than take a 
multivitamin. Typically, if you're eating a 
balanced diet, you don’t need a supplement 
unless you have a specific deficiency in a specific 
micronutrient. Consuming too much of certain 
vitamins and minerals (fat-soluble vitamins A, E 
and kK) carries the risk for toxicity, so consult your 
doctor. If you’re not getting the nutrients you 
need through diet, a supplement may be 
necessary. For vegetarians and vegans, 
supplements may be needed to obtain 
recommended amounts of macronutrients and 
micronutrients, especially vitamin B12. 


Do pre- and post-workout drinks work? 
Workout drinks aid in energy, performance and 
recovery. Pre-workout drinks typically contain 
caffeine and other stimulants that provide 
short-term energy. Post-workout drinks typically 
contain protein, BCAAs (branched-chain amino 
acids) and/or carbohydrates, designed to help 
muscles recover faster. 


What are BCAAs? BCAAs are essential amino 
acids that can be oxidized in skeletal muscle. 
The three proteinogenic BCAAs - leucine, 
isoleucine and valine - are among the nine 
essential amino acids for humans. BCAA 
supplementation (before and after exercise) has 
shown positive effects for reducing muscle 
damage and promoting muscle-protein 
synthesis, which suggests BCAAs are beneficial 
for post-exercise recovery. 

How do | know a supplement is safe? There is 


no federal review of supplements for safety and 
effectiveness before they are sold. Consumers 


should 
do their own 

research on all products before 
purchase and consumption. Look for products 
that receive Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) 
certification. GMP is a system for ensuring 
products are consistently produced and 
controlled, following quality standards. 
Additionally, there are some dietary supplement 
certification programs that test and approve 
supplements, including: 


Media Bakery 


* ConsumerLab.com (Athletic Banned 
Substances Screened Products) 


¢ NSF (Certified for Sport) 

* United States Pharmacopeia 

* Banned Substances Control Group 
* Informed Choice 


What are some good rules to follow? 

¢ Be wary of proprietary blends. It sounds 
impressive, but companies label their products 
this way so they do not have to disclose the 
amount of each ingredient. The FDA requires 
manufacturers to list all ingredients for 
supplements. Blends are able to hide that the 
formula may contain very little of the listed 
active ingredients in an attempt to fool 
consumers. Quality ingredients are more 
expensive, So some manufacturers use cheap 
ingredients in blends to make more profit. 


* Do your research. Supplement companies make 
lots of claims that aren't based in science. Look 
for articles that cite clinical trials and peer- 
reviewed journal articles about the supplement. 


¢ Ask your doctor. Before supplementing, consult 
your doctor. Simple blood work can assess if you 
have any imbalances in vitamin or mineral levels. 


Army veteran Jennifer Campbell is a certified 
personal trainer with a master’s degree in 
nutrition education. She works with veterans 
and civilians, from elite athletes to those just 
starting their fitness journey. She is commander 
of the California American Legion’s 24th District. 
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alos YOUR DREAM BATHROOM 
ae: BATHWRAPS 
' Simply transformative I IN 7 DAY 


7am TODAY 4pm TONIGHT 
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50% off oh 


Installation* 


PLUS 


NO Interest 


No Payments | 
for 12 Months 


Fall in love with your bathroom 


without breaking your budget 


trem Fits existing space 


o 


acm Certified Installers 


Fe) : : 1 ae ae a 
2, ©) Amazing style selection ; 


Safety features available 
*with purchase of any complete bath or shower system. Cc A L L N OW e 


Sales and installation performed by the licensed or 


registered (if applicable) BathWraps dealer in your area. 

*Financing is provided by third-party lenders under 

terms arranged by customers and lender, subject to 

credit requirement. Not all buyers may qualify. QB ®& 
Not all products available in all locations. 
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Ramish Darwishi worked 
as an interpreter for U.S. 
and coalition forces in 
Afghanistan starting in 
2012. After five tense 
years of waiting, he and 
his wife, Farashta, were 
cleared to travel to the 
United States last fall. 


Rew Darwishi spent his last six years in 
Afghanistan trying to escape the Taliban’s 
death sentence: changing houses, changing his 
appearance, even changing provinces as he waited 
for the expedited visa he was offered when he 
became an interpreter for U.S. and coalition 
forces. He pleaded with the U.S. Embassy when it 
became too dangerous to call or visit his family, 
only to repeatedly hear that his application was 
still being processed. “I lost all hope,” Darwishi 
says. “I was sleepless. I thought, ‘The Taliban will 
find me and behead me.” 

Given Darwishi’s experience, it’s easy to imagine 
the terror the 18,000 other interpreters and 
families feel with the imminent departure of U.S. 
troops, their Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) 
applications lost in a distant bureaucracy. 

“They are just waiting to get murdered,” says 
Kim Staffieri, founder of the Association of 
Wartime Allies, which helps Afghan nationals 
navigate the visa process. “We are very clearly 
giving a message that we can’t be trusted - and 
that’s going to endanger our troops.” 

The American Legion, which has been calling 
on the U.S. government to dramatically improve 
efforts to bring interpreters and their families to 
the United States since 2018, contacted President 
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Photo by Chet Strange 


Biden and Secretary of State Antony Blinken in 
late April to ask for urgent action. 

“While we welcome an end to these endless 
wars, we must never abandon the brave Afghan 
and Iraqi allies who took great personal risk to 
assist our military,” says American Legion 
National Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford. 
“They have earned safe passage to America.” 

It’s a haunting reminder of the situation faced 
by Montagnards who risked their lives and those 
of their families to support the United States in 
Vietnam. With time running out, the International 
Refugee Assistance Project, Association of 
Wartime Allies and other humanitarian and 
veterans groups are calling for the mass 
evacuation of Afghans to safe locations such as 
Guam while they slog through the visa-application 
process, much like what was done for Vietnamese 
refugees in 1975 and Iraqi Kurds in 1996. 

“This is a never-again moment,” says Chris 
Purdy, program manager with Veterans for 
American Ideals, who served with the Army 
National Guard in Iraq in 20n. “We know there’s 
going to be mass atrocity and we know there are 
not systems in place to prevent it. Veterans need 
to speak out with a unified voice for drastic 
action.” 


‘A never-again moment’ 


Veterans make a final, desperate push to bring 
Afghan interpreters and their families to safety. 


BY KEN OLSEN 


Impossible bureaucracy Afghan and Iraqi 
nationals have saved countless American lives by 
working as translators and cultural guides for U.S. 
troops, USAID and other nongovernmental 
organizations. “There would be so many more 
Gold Star Mothers in this country if these people 
hadn't helped us,” says Purdy, whose organization 
is leading a sign-on letter from veterans groups to 
Biden supporting a mass evacuation. 

The United States created a limited visa 
program for Afghan interpreters in 2006. But the 
Special Immigrant Visa program most Afghan 
nationals are using was established in 2009, when 
Congress created the Afghan Allies Protection Act, 
says Julie Kornfeld, an attorney with the 
International Refugee Assistance Project who 
represents several Afghan interpreters. The statute 
calls for visa applications to be processed in nine 
months. The average is more than four years, and 
Kornfeld has clients who have been waiting 10. 

“The U.S. mission in Afghanistan recruited 
Afghan nationals with a promise of safety, but 
we've made it bureaucratically impossible for 
them to access safety,” she says. “It sends a 
message to them that we aren’t fulfilling our 
promise to protect them.” 

The SIV is the single most complicated visa the 
United States offers, Staffieri says, requiring 
screening and approvals from multiple federal 
agencies. It’s also been deliberately neglected. 
There was no one in charge of the program at the 
State Department from January 2017 to March 
2020, when a lawsuit forced the Trump 
administration to fill the leadership post. And 
there wasn’t an increase in staff from 2016 until a 
few months after the U.S. troop withdrawal was 
announced, despite more than a 50% increase in 
demand for SIVs. 


The program is also quite restrictive. Thousands 
of interpreters who worked with coalition forces 
for less than two years are unable to apply, and 
children of Afghan nationals who have turned 21 
since their parents started the application process 
are not eligible to come to the United States. 
“What does that do to families who put their faith 
and trust in the U.S. government?” Purdy says. “Do 
they leave their 21-year-old child to die?” 

SIV applicants must undergo extensive 
background checks even though they have already 
been thoroughly vetted by the U.S. military. 
Translators initially had to show they worked with 
U.S. forces for more than 12 months. That was 
doubled to more than 24 months as of Sept. 30, 
2015. It’s also become far more difficult for Afghan 
nationals to obtain documentation to prove they 
have worked with the United States, given the 
troop withdrawal. “Former employers are burning 
their sensitive files to protect the Afghans,” 
Kornfeld says. 

Then there are the problems with visa- 
application processing that prompted Kornfeld to 
visit the National Visa Center in Portsmouth, N.H., 
in 2019. “The Special Immigrant Visa team leader, 
who was in charge of scheduling and processing 
the visas, could barely tell me what SIV was,” 
Kornfeld says. “She wasn't able to tell me any of 
the requirements or what the department’s role in 
the program was. The reason is that it’s primarily 
staffed by contractors.” 

The State Department declined to comment on 
Kornfeld’s description of the problems at the 
National Visa Center. More generally, the Biden 
administration is “committed to supporting those 
who have helped U.S. military and other 
government personnel perform their duties, often 
at great personal risk to themselves and their 
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families,” a State 
Department official 
said in response to 
questions. 


Endless threats 
Darwishi left teaching 
to become an 
interpreter with U.S. 
Special Forces in 2012. 
His mother started 
receiving letters and 
phone calls about a 
year later, vowing to kill 
him and his family if he 
didn’t stop working 
with the Americans. 
She hid the threats 
from Darwishi until his 
uncle and brother 
started receiving 
similar phone calls. 
Darwishi had accepted 
the fact that he could 
be injured or killed 
while working with the 
U.S. military, but the 
threats to his family 
were another matter. 
“The really bitter 
moment in my life was 
that someone would 
say, ‘We will harm your 
family, We will kill your 
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An Afghan interpreter with the Army’s 4th 
Squadron 2nd Cavalry Regiment helps 
question a villager during a joint patrol with 
soldiers from the Afghan National Army 
near Kandahar in 2014. Getty 


‘Shoulder to shoulder’ 


In 2018, The American Legion called on 
Congress and the president to recognize 
Afghan and Iraqi Special Immigrant Visa 
(SIV) recipients who “stood shoulder to 
shoulder” with U.S. troops and diplomats 
during U.S. involvement in the countries. 

Resolution No. 16, passed by the Legion's 
National Executive Committee, credits 
combat translators with saving countless 
American lives and directly contributing to 
“avery level of tactical, operational, and 
strategic success during the missions in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.” 

Echoing national security leaders and 
the intelligence community in their support 
for granting these wartime allies entry to 
the United States, Resolution 16 quotes 
9/11 Commission Chairman Thomas Kean 
and Vice Chairman Lee Hamilton: “A great 
nation keeps its promises.” 


day and moved his 
family to a different 
province. Darwishi also 
changed his clothing, 
grew a beard and tried 
to blend in with the 
community. The 
Taliban soon found 
him, and he and his 
wife had to move again 
and again - fleeing one 
location after unknown 
attackers shot at his 
house in the middle of 
the night. 

Three years into the 
SIV application 
process, Darwishi 
became despondent. 

“T told the embassy, 

‘I was supporting you 
on the battlefield. For 
God’s sake, please help 
me.” The response 
from the embassy was 
the same: “Your 
documents are in the 
process,” he says. 

Darwishi was finally 
able to secure 
clearance to come to 
the United States in 
October and is living in 
Colorado. And while 


family,” he says. 

He applied for a Special Immigrant Visa for 
himself and his wife in 2015. A letter of 
recommendation from the Special Forces unit he 
worked with called him a “vital asset,” singled out 
his work ethic and warned that because of his 
service and dedication to the U.S. military, 
Darwishi and his family “are continuously 
targeted by the enemy.” 

Darwishi was laid off a year later because of U.S. 
troop reductions. He quickly learned Afghan 
employers wouldn’t hire him because he had 
worked with the Americans. “Even the common 
people had a bad attitude toward you,” he says. He 
received threatening phone calls multiple times a 
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he’s grateful to be out of Afghanistan, his search 
for work has been stymied by the pandemic and 
caring for his wife, who has several health issues. 
In addition, both Darwishi and his wife contracted 
COVID-19 in March. The financial assistance he 
received from Lutheran Family Services, which 
helped him settle in the United States, ran out 
after six months; he’s borrowing money from 
friends to cover rent and utilities. He also worries 
about his family and thousands of others who are 
in jeopardy. “It’s not only interpreters,” he says. 
“It’s cooks, laborers, plumbers, translators who 
worked with USAID, the United Nations and other 
NGOs. If you work one day with the U.S. military, 
they will kill you. We should do everything in our 
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power to take these people, if not to the United 
States, then to another safe place.” 

Counting families, an estimated 80,000 people 
need an immediate way out of Afghanistan, far 
more than the SIV program can handle at this late 
date. “We're looking at something similar to the 
final days in Vietnam in terms of the urgency of 
the situation and the number of people upended 
by it,” Staffieri says. “We are at the point of a mass 
evacuation.” 


Desperate days Gerald and Lynnette Keen feel 
this desperation. They have been trying to help an 
Afghan interpreter and his family obtain SIVs for 
nearly five years. One of the interpreter’s relatives 
was assassinated by the Taliban in March. Another 
was killed by an IED in late April. 

“It’s like he has a bounty on his head,” Gerald 
says of the Afghan national he worked closely with 
during his 2016 deployment. “The Taliban has no 
remorse. They will torture, rape and kill his kids, 
his wife, mom and dad, brothers and sisters - 
whoever they can find - in front of him. Then they 
will behead him.” 

Like Darwishi, the Keens are repeatedly told the 
visa applications are in process when they contact 
their senators and other top officials. Their efforts 
to raise money to help bring the interpreter and 
his family to the United States have likewise 
struggled to get traction. “It’s very frustrating,” 
says Gerald, a 36-year Army veteran and president 
of American Legion Riders Chapter 28 in Grand 
Haven, Mich. “We could not have made it through 
this without these interpreters.” 

“I wish there was a way for people to understand 
the terror,” Lynnette adds. “They could die 
waiting.” 

Gerald connected with his interpreter, who is 
the same age as his youngest son, soon after he 
arrived in Afghanistan. “He lives up to the Army 
values as much as any soldier, if not more,” he 
says. As they got to know each other - through 
work, and over meals - Gerald learned the 
interpreter worried about his children’s future in 
Afghanistan, in part because of the lack of 
educational opportunities. Not to mention the 
risks working with the U.S. Army poses to the 
interpreter and his family. Gerald wrote a letter to 
the U.S. Embassy in Kabul a month before he left 
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Afghanistan, pledging to support the interpreter 
and his family in the United States. And he and 
Lynnette have continued to talk to them weekly, 
becoming so close that the interpreters’ children 
consider the Keens their grandparents. 

The interpreter and his family need only to pass 
medical examinations before they are cleared for 
visas. “Failure is not an option,” Gerald says. 
“Tcan't leave him behind.” 

There’s ample evidence, beyond the casualties 
in his extended family, that the interpreter is in 
grave danger. One of Kornfeld’s clients was killed 
by the Taliban in January just weeks after he 
received word he had been approved to move 
forward with his SIV application after 10 years of 
effort. “He felt he finally saw the light at the end of 
the tunnel,” Kornfeld says. 

Identifying him only as Mohammad, she 
describes how his car was surrounded by Taliban 
as he was driving his son to school. His son, who 
survived the attack, later recounted that the 
Taliban taunted his father - “Where are the 
American forces to save you? You are an infidel, a 
traitor. You helped them for a decade. Where are 
they now?” - before fatally shooting him. 

In the aftermath, Kornfeld is focused on getting 
Mohammad’s widow and six children out of 
Afghanistan. They were granted humanitarian 
parole in mid-May, which allows them to come to 
the United States while they work on getting visas 
or asylum. It’s the Hail Mary of the immigration 
program, Kornfeld says. “They have already 
received threats. My worst fear for his family is we 
won't be able to get them to safety and they will 
suffer the same fate as Mohammad.” 

Absent dramatic action, there will be thousands 
more Mohammads. And the United States, Purdy 
says, will be sending a clear message that “we are 
what the Taliban said we were - unreliable, 
untrustworthy ... we leave people to die. 

“If we don't bring these people to the United 
States, we’re going to have a much harder time in 
future engagements,” he adds. “If we can’t honor 
these commitments, that are a matter of life and 
death, that saved American lives, why would other 
countries want to do business with us?” & 


Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The American 
Legion Magazine. 
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TT: part of our national vocabulary: 
Manhattan Project, Rolling Thunder, Desert 


Storm. Others are a bit more obscure: Chromite, 
Noble Eagle, Tomodachi. Still others seem 
scrubbed of meaning (Inherent Resolve), or strange 
(Blue Spoon), or downright dull (Productive Effort). 

What all these phrases have in common is that 
each is a code name for a U.S. military operation or 
national-security initiative - and each tells part of 
America’s story. 


“NAMING operations seems to have originated 
with the German General Staff during the last two 
years of World War I,” Army intelligence officer 
Gregory Sieminski explains in an Army War 
College essay. Among the code names used by 
Imperial Germany: Archangel, Mars and Achilles. 

For the U.S. military, the use of code names took 
hold during World War II. “In early 1942,” Sieminski 
writes, “the War Plans Division culled words from 
an unabridged dictionary to come up with a list of 
10,000 common nouns and adjectives that were not 
suggestive of operational activities or locations.” 

The War Department was likely inspired by 
Winston Churchill, who was fascinated with code 
names and included a list in his memoirs. It 
contains such well-known code names as Overlord 
(France) and Torch (North Africa), along with more 
obscure ones, such as Admiral Q (Franklin D. 
Roosevelt), Dynamo (Dunkirk evacuation) and 
Tube Alloys (atomic-bomb research). 

Churchill was interested in code names for the 
sake of secrecy as well as public perception. Thus, 
he rejected some as unsuitable. Never should a 
mother “say that her son was killed in an operation 
called ‘Bunnyhug’ or ‘Ballyhoo,” he directed in a 
wartime memo. “Operations in which large 
numbers of men may lose their lives ought not to 
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be described by codewords which imply a 
boastful and overconfident sentiment, such as 
‘Triumphant, or, conversely, which are calculated 
to invest the plan with an air of despondency, such 
as ... ‘Massacre, Jumble, ‘Trouble, ‘Fidget.” 

Instead, Churchill recommended “heroes from 
antiquity .. Greek and Roman mythology ... 
constellations and stars ... British and American 
war heroes.” 

The war produced countless code names. Hitler 
lit the fuse with Case White (invasion of Poland), 
turned Stalin into an enemy with Barbarossa 
(invasion of the USSR), and made his last-gasp push 
with Autumn Mist (Battle of the Bulge/Ardennes). 

Japan’s Pearl Harbor attack was Operation Z. The 
U.S. shootdown of the plane carrying Yamamoto, 
who planned Pearl Harbor, was aptly called 
Operation Vengeance. 

Downfall was “the grand plan for the invasion of 
Japan,” an Army history recounts. It “contemplated 
a gargantuan blow” so large and complex that it 
enfolded two other code-named operations: 
Olympic (targeting Kyushu in December 1945) and 
Coronet (targeting Honshu in March 1946). 

Those operations were made unnecessary by 
Centerboard I and Centerboard II - each carried 
out by a single U.S. bomber delivering weapons so 
secret that they had their own code names: Little 
Boy and Fat Man. Those super-secret weapons, in 
turn, were birthed by a code-named effort known 
as the Manhattan Project, which yielded Gadget 


E) NAME 


for America’s enemies. 


/ 


(code name for the first atomic weapon). It was 
successfully tested at Trinity (code name fora 
bombing range in New Mexico). 


AS AMERICA’S reach and role grew during the 
Cold War, so did the number of national-security 
code names. There were code names for presidents 
and other important people: Truman was known as 
General, Eisenhower as Providence, Kennedy as 
Lancer, Johnson as Volunteer, Nixon as Searchlight, 
Ford as Passkey, Carter as Deacon, Reagan as 
Rawhide, Bush as Timberwolf. Pope John Paul II’s 
code name was Halo, Queen Elizabeth’s Redfern. 

There were code names for places. The White 
House was called Crown. The secret continuity-of- 
government facility in West Virginia was Greek 
Island and Casper. There were also code names for 
things. The presidential limousine was called 
Stagecoach. The presidential plane was Sacred 
Cow, Independence, Columbine II and Angel. 
Modified Boeing EC-135s continuously airborne 
and capable of commanding World War III from 
the skies were code-named Looking Glass planes. 
Warships with similar capabilities were code- 
named Sea Ruler and Zenith. 

There were code-named military exercises, too. 
Sky Shield closed North American airspace to 
civilian planes for NORAD to test air defenses. 
Ortsac contemplated invading a communist 
regime strikingly similar to Castro’s Cuba (Ortsac 
is Castro spelled backwards). REFORGER - 
short for “return of forces to Germany” - tested 
U.S. capabilities to deploy reinforcements to 
Germany. There was Team Spirit in South Korea, 
Bright Star in Egypt, RIMPAC in the Pacific. 

And of course, there were code names for Cold 
War military operations. One of the first was 
Operation Vittles, America’s code name for the 
Berlin Airlift. The British called it Operation 
Plainfare - an intentional pun. After 277,000 
missions, the airlift ended with the flight of a 


British cargo plane emblazoned with the words 
“Psalm 21 Verse 11.” The passage fittingly reads, 
“Though they plot evil against you and devise 
wicked schemes, they cannot succeed.” 

The Korean War produced Chromite (Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur’s masterstroke at Inchon), 
Ripper (offensive at Chunchon), Killer (offensive at 
the Som River) and Piledriver (offensive in central 
Korea). The Vietnam War featured Rolling Thunder 
(bombing campaign in North Vietnam from 1965 
to 1968), Cedar Falls (offensive targeting the Viet 
Cong), Linebacker I and II 44972 bombing campaign 
in North Vietnam), Frequent Wind (the evacuation 
of Saigon), Babylift (rescue of orphaned Vietnam- 
ese children), and Homecoming (return of POWs). 

After Vietnam, the Pentagon formalized and 
computerized the process of generating code 
names, military writer Tim McMillan explains, by 
unveiling the Code Word Nickname and Exercise 
Term System, or NICKA. NICKA prevents the use of 
terms considered offensive or derogatory, phrases 
that might be confused with military terminology 
or callsigns, and “exotic words, trite expressions or 
well-known commercial trademarks.” 

With NICKA’s guidelines, the 1980s gave us Eagle 
Claw (attempted rescue of American hostages in 
Iran), Urgent Fury (Grenada), El Dorado Canyon 
(Libya), Golden Pheasant (Honduras), and Praying 
Mantis (strikes against Iranian naval assets). 


OPERATION RED DAWN 3B 


The 2003 U.S. military opereron 
that led to Saddam Hussein's 
capture and arrest was named for 
John Milius’ 1984 film about 
a group of American high school 
students who fight Soviet 
occupation with guerrilla warfare. 
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After attacks on U.S. servicemembers in Panama, 
President George Bush authorized Blue Spoon, which 
was renamed Just Cause. (Someone at DoD must have 
read Churchill’s memos.) Likewise, Productive Effort 
(Bangladesh humanitarian relief) became Sea Angel. 


Just Cause, Sea Angel and Desert Shield/Desert Storm 


(Gulf War) represent a return to the use of code names 
to convey mission goals. “Return” is used because, as 


Sieminski explains, men like Vice Adm. William Blandy, 


who commanded postwar atomic-bomb tests in the 
Pacific, recognized that code names “offered new 
possibilities for shaping attitudes.” Sensing humanity 
was facing a decisive moment, he code-named the 
tests Operation Crossroads. 

Code names can indeed make a statement and 
influence public opinion. That explains why civilians 
borrow code-name phraseology. In doing so, they 
hope to convey the urgency and single-minded focus 
of military operations. For example, the Trump 
administration launched Operation Warp Speed to 
rapidly produce and deliver effective COVID-19 
vaccines. Warp Speed certainly lived up to its name: 
What usually takes 10 years took fewer than 10 
months. Similarly, the Biden administration 
launched Operation Vaccinate Our Workforce to 
accelerate protection of front-line Homeland 
Security personnel against COVID-19. 


DESERT STORM led to Provide Comfort 
(humanitarian operations in Iraqi Kurdistan) and 
Northern Watch and Southern Watch (no-fly 
zones over swaths of Iraq) - each shaping public 
perception by emphasizing mission goals. 

Likewise, efforts to end the manmade famine 
in Somalia were code-named Restore Hope. 

Restore Democracy was the planned invasion 
of Haiti to remove a military junta and installa 
democratically elected president. But when the 
junta agreed to leave peacefully, Restore 
Democracy became Uphold Democracy, 
reflecting the difference between entering a 
permissive environment and invading hostile 
territory. (Decades earlier, U.S. troops 
experienced the latter in the Dominican 
Republic, where President Lyndon Johnson 
launched Power Pack.) 

Deliberate Force (airstrikes in Bosnia) 
conveyed the deliberative nature of 
operations targeting Bosnian-Serb militia. 
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THESEOORB AEE 


Code name for the U.S. president's 
traveling briefcase containing nuclear- 
attack strike options 


CODE NAMES FOR 
CODEBREAKING 


Purple Code name U.S. codebreakers gave 
Japanese diplomatic-messaging codes 
Magic Code name for intelligence from the 
Purple messages 


Ultra Code name for intelligence from Nazi 
Germany’s coded messaging system 
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OPERATION TOENAILS 
The Allied invasion of New Georgia in the 
Solomon Islands was part of Operation 
Cartwheel, a series of attacks designed to isolate 


the Japanese base at Rabaul and clear the way 
for further campaigns. 


SLEADEASTIAZZ 


NATO military exercises in Eastern Europe - the “S” 
in Steadfast signifies that the exercise involves 
elements from Supreme 
Headquarters Allied 
Power Europe (SHAPE), 
and the "J” in Jazz 
signifies its joint nature 
(Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines and 
Special Forces). 
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The secret bo ar 
Vietnam War was 

called Operation 
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Joint Endeavor (peacekeeping in Bosnia) stressed 
the multinational character of the mission, which 
included troops from NATO and Russia. Allied 
Force (NATO airstrikes to protect Kosovo) 
underscored the assent of the entire alliance. 

The inartfully named Desert Fox (airstrikes 
targeting Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction) 
deviated from the trend of using code names to 
emphasize mission goals. But DoD returned to 
form in waging the war on terrorism. 

Infinite Reach was the name for simultaneous 
missile strikes against al-Qaida-linked targets in 
Afghanistan and Sudan, signaling that the United 
States could strike anywhere. 

The post-9/11 campaign was initially code-named 
Infinite Justice. That was replaced with Enduring 
Freedom after Islamic scholars “complained that 
only God was capable of dispensing infinite 
justice,” as The New York Times reported. 

While Enduring Freedom took the fight to our 
enemies overseas, Noble Eagle defended North 
American skies from another 9/11. 

Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan gave way to 
Freedom’s Sentinel and Resolute Support. Iraqi 
Freedom gave way to New Dawn. 

Other notable operational code names from this 
century: Red Dawn (capture of Saddam Hussein), 
Ocean Shield (counterpiracy off East Africa), 
Olympic Games (cyberattacks against Iran 
involving the CIA, NSA and DoD), Odyssey Dawn/ 
Unified Protector (airstrikes in Libya), Odyssey 
Resolve/Odyssey Lightning (operations targeting 
jihadists in Libya), Olympic Defender (allied 
cooperation in space defense) and Neptune’s Spear 
(takedown of al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden). 

That brings us to the campaign against the 
Islamic State, an outgrowth of al-Qaida in Iraq. 
Anti-ISIS operations began August 2014. Britain 
(Operation Shader), Australia (Operation Okra) and 
France (Operation Chammal) promptly named 
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their contributions, but Washington didn’t name 
the mission until mid-October. The world noticed. 
Deutsche Welle questioned “the operation with no 
name.” U.S. News & World Report criticized “Obama’s 
anonymous war against ISIS.” The Washington Post 
mockingly held a contest to name the mission. 

The delay in naming the campaign, Government 
Technology reported, was traced to layers of 
bureaucratic review and the need for approval 
from allies. The result: Operation Inherent Resolve. 
Only a committee could produce something so 
devoid of meaning. 

This isn’t to diminish what the men and women 
of Inherent Resolve accomplished: reversing the 
ISIS blitzkrieg, eviscerating ISIS as a fighting force, 
liberating 7.7 million people and 43,000 square 
miles, rescuing Yazidis from extermination, erasing 
a jihadist safe-haven. But even some military 
commanders “found it uninspiring,” The Wall Street 
Journal reported. 


IF INHERENT RESOLVE was uninspiring, the 
code name of the operation that eliminated ISIS 
leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi was loaded with 
meaning. Commanders named it Operation Kayla 
Mueller to honor the young American abducted, 
brutalized, and murdered by Baghdadi and his 
henchmen. The commando unit that carried out 
the operation called itself Task Force 814 -a 
reference to Mueller’s birthday. 

Operation Kayla Mueller gave focus to the 
mission and those who executed it, signaled that 
our nation’s memory and reach are long, made a 
profound statement about what motivates the U.S. 
military, and reminded the American people why 
their sons and daughters are sometimes put in 
harm’s way. This was code-naming at its best. & 


Alan W. Dowd is a senior fellow with the Sagamore 
Institute Center for America’s Purpose. 
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Jimmie Johnson's a rookie again. 

After 20 years, seven championships and 83 race 
wins, the superstar driver retired from NASCAR last 
year, but not from racing. He’s back behind the 
wheel of a No. 48 car - this time driving the 
road- and street-course races for Chip Ganassi 
Racing in the 2021 NTT INDYCAR Series. 

Prior to his INDYCAR debut in April, The American 
Legion Magazine asked Johnson about his love for 
open-wheel racing, his family’s military service and 
his partnership with The American Legion. 


In interviews, you've said driving an Indycar 

would be a “childhood dream come true.” What 
about this type of racing takes you back to that 
first love, that thrill, that got you into the sport? 


| guess there’s two parts to the story. The first part 
is my younger years growing up in southern 
California, the racing culture there - everything 
was focused on the goal of racing in INDYCAR. 
That was a lot of kids’ dreams back in the day. My 
path took a different direction; it led me to 
NASCAR, and I'm so thankful for the journey and 
experience I’ve had. But in November 2018 | had a 
chance to drive an open-wheel car for the first 
time, and that brought that all back for me. Driving 
Fernando Alonso's McLaren F1 car reminded me of 
that childhood dream, and | had an experience in 
that car that was really the spark to pursue all this. 


After a historic NASCAR career, how did you 
decide this was what you wanted to do next? 


As a racer, there are so many forms of racing that 
| watch and admire, and | think, I’d love to drive 
that car or drive on that track. Racing has 

really evolved into such a 

specialized train of thought or 

discipline, and it wasn’t this 
way when | was young. My 
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heroes raced Formula One, INDYCAR, NASCAR, 
and they’d do it in the same year. In the '60s, '70s 
and maybe ‘80s you had a lot of drivers chasing all 
the marquee events and not really focused on a 
championship in a given series. Throughout my pro 
career things became much more specialized. The 
significance of the championship really grew. Since 
| had a window into those generations before me, 
this seems really fitting for me and really cool, and 
something | am very passionate about. | clearly 
spent the time to try to create the dream and then 
did a lot of work to create it, and now it’s sitting 
here in front of me. 


You are a big supporter of the U.S. military, on 
the track and off. Tell us about members of your 
family who have served in uniform. 


Both my grandfathers served - one in the Army, 

one in the Navy. My grandmother on my father’s 
side actually did some test flying for pilots. Their 
pride in defending our homeland and protecting 
our freedoms was ever-present for me as a child. 


Why is The American Legion a great fit as a 
sponsor for the 48 car? 


| feel like there are a lot of synergies we have, in 
that we have some time in the saddle and 
have experience under our belts. We are 
reflecting back in some ways and trying 
also to look forward to what's ahead 
and re-create ourselves. Just because 
you've finished one chapter doesn’t 
mean that's it. You're honoring and 
paying respect to the journey you've 
been on, but at the same time trying 
to look forward and create your 
new self. & 


Matt Grills is managing editor of The 
American Legion Magazine. 
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cross, symbolizing the fallen. 
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brotherhood that still shines bright. Now The Bradford Exchange 
Mint salutes the spirit of America’s veterans with an exclusive Proof 
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like fields and raised, frosted images. It arrives secured in a crystal- 
clear capsule. 
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MADE FOR” “= 
THE MILITARY 
COMMUNITY 


At USAA, we support honorably discharged 
servicemembers, no matter how long it’s been 
since they last wore the uniform. From pushing 
for VA reforms to being a primary contributor of 
the Campaign for Inclusive Care, we’re committed 
to changing how wounded, injured and ill 
servicemembers are treated. To encourage more 
people to honor and support those who have 
served, we host nearly 100 events every year. 
And because we believe in the work veteran 
groups and local organizations do, we contribute 
more than $30 million in support in 2020. & 
Because for us, our mission is so much more/ 
than just a day job. 


Visit USAA.COM/LEGION to learn more 
or call 877-699-2654 
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tights in USAA. Restrictions apply and are subject to change. To join USAA, separated military personnel must have received a discharge type of “Honorable.” Eligible former dependents of USAA members may join 
USAA. No Department of Defense or government agency endorsement. The American Legion receives financial support from USAA for this sponsorship. 
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Mobile phone apps reveal U.S. troop movements 


In 2016, a company named PlanetRisk (a U.S. 
defense contractor at the time) discovered its 
software could be used to track U.S. military 
operations “through the data generated by the 
apps on the mobile phones of American soldiers,” 
The Wall Street Journal reports. In fact, PlanetRisk 
was able to trace telephone signals from U.S. 
bases to a Syrian cement factory, which, 
unbeknownst to the rest of the world, “was being 
used as a staging area for U.S. and allied forces.” 

The software even allowed the monitoring of 
movements of U.S. troops while they were on 
patrol. The company promptly notified U.S. 
officials of the dangers it discovered. 

Given that the capability to track the movement 
and disposition of U.S. forces via mobile-phone 
apps - what the Pentagon calls “geolocation 
tracking” - is available for off-the-shelf purchase 
by our adversaries, the Journal reports that U.S. 
military and intelligence agencies are dealing with 
the issue as “a significant challenge.” 


Pandemic migration 


8.93 million 
Americans who 
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69% 
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65% 
of New York's 
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of Galifernia’s 
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Sources: CNN, Atlas Van Lines, North American Moving Services 
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According to Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., “Our 
country’s intelligence leaders have made it clear 
that putting Americans’ sensitive information in 
the hands of unfriendly foreign governments is a 
major risk to national security.” 

To address the security issues posed by 
geolocation tracking, the Journal notes that the 
National Security Agency has 
directed military 
and intelligence 
personnel to 
disable location 
tracking and 
other commercial 
data-collection 
tools. And the FBI has 
created a document 
that teaches law- 
enforcement personnel 
how to opt out of digital 
tracking. 


President for life 


Russian strongman Vladimir Putin has signed 
legislation that will enable him to stay in power 
until 2036, Reuters reports. That would carry Putin 
beyond his 83rd birthday. Critics are calling the law 
“a constitutional coup.” Putin has led Russia as 
prime minister or president since 1999. 


Olympic co-hosts? 

Top sports officials in 
Germany are proposing a joint 
Berlin-Tel Aviv bid for the 2036 
summer Olympics, the 
newspaper Algemeiner reports. 

Noting that 2036 marks the 100th 
anniversary of the 1936 Olympic Games in Nazi 
Germany, Richard Meng, president of the German 
Olympic Association, and Frank Kowalski, former 
CEO of the European Athletics Championships, argue 
that a joint Israel-Germany Olympics could provide a 
“new, strong signal of peace and reconciliation” 
between Israel and Germany. 

Although the Israeli Olympic Committee has not 
yet signed on to the joint-bid idea, it has expressed 
support for holding the 2036 games in Germany. 

"Holding the Olympics in Berlin, 100 years after 
Hitler's 1936 Olympics, will remind us all of the dark 
times we experienced and send a strong message to 
the world of the values we must uphold,” the Israeli 
Olympic Committee said in a statement. 
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“We may not yet be in the 
final lap of the race to end 
this horrible pandemic. We 
may still have a few more pit 
stops on the way. But our 
engines are strong.” 


National Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford, 
describing in a May address to the virtually 
assembled National Executive Committee how 
The American Legion is moving forward in 2021, 
with continued pandemic relief, planned youth 
programs, the 102nd National Convention in 
Phoenix and the 48 car sponsorship 


Then-Sgt. Danyell 
(Wilson) Walters 
takes her watch 
as a sentinel at 
the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier 
at Arlington 
National.— — 
Cemetery in 1997, ~ 
Army photo courtesy 
Sgt. Maj. Danyell 


Walters . SELECTED RESOLUTIONS 
. ee OF THE SPRING MEETINGS 


Women of the Tomb _ étaseaweren 


6 Raise awareness of ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease) 
The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier has been 


at American Legion Baseball games 
; : EMPLOYMENT & EDUCATION 

guarded by fewer than 700 sentinels since the 3rd 2 Improve the Veterans Employment Initiative 

U.S. Infantry began counting in 1958. The Old 

Guard was, and remains, a combat unit and 


INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
women were not permitted to serve in that 5 Guidelines for the American Legion Riders 
capacity until recent years. 


national program 
In 1994, women could volunteer to serve as tomb 


guards after the 289th Military Police Company 
was attached to the Old Guard. The MP branch is 
a combat-support unit that included women. 

In 1996, Sgt. Heather Johnson became the first 
woman to earn the Tomb Guard Identification 
Badge. She volunteered for duty in June 1995 and 
earned her badge in 1996. 


Since then, four other female sentinels have been 


awarded the Tomb Guard Identification Badge: 
¢ Sgt. Danyell Wilson, 1997 

¢ Staff Sgt. Tonya Bell, 1998 

¢ Sgt. Ruth Hanks, 2015 

¢ Sgt. 1st Class Chelsea Porterfield, 2021 


Other units have since been attached to the Old 


Guard: food service, transportation, medics and 


more, expanding opportunities for women to serve 


as Tomb of the Unknown Soldier guards. Women 
must meet the same requirements as men, 


including the 5-foot-8 minimum height requirement, 


to be eligible to volunteer at the tomb. 
Learn more about the Tomb of the Unknown 


Soldier as the sacred crypt nears the centennial of 


its dedication in November: 
tombguard.org 
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NATIONAL SECURITY 

19 Oppose deportation of non-citizen 
immigrant veterans 

20 Oppose deportation of immediate family 
members of non-citizen immigrant veterans 


VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION 

9 Support expanded use of virtual hearings by 
the Board of Veterans’ Appeals 

10 Support increased use of Acceptable Clinical 
Evidence (ACE) examinations as an alternative 
to Compensation and Pension (C&P) 
examinations 

15 Recognize presumptive conditions for toxic 
exposure at Karshi-Khanabad (K2) Base in 
Uzbekistan 

16 Urges Congress to pass legislation that 
directs VA to support reproductive assistance 
and pregnancy counseling 

17 Updates to Chaplains Hill monuments at 
Arlington National Cemetery 

18 Institute mandatory military sexual trauma 
(MST) claims training 


See the full text of all 30 resolutions on the 
Digital Archive: archive.legion.org 
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Department of California Judge Advocate Chris Yates 
uses the Kilter app to meet his 100 Miles of Hope 
fundraising goal. Photo by Jeric Wilhelmsen 


New challenges boost 
100 Miles for Hope 


The American Legion's 100 Miles for Hope is 
not just about improving one’s fitness and 
mental well-being. All proceeds from donations, 
registrations and merchandise purchases benefit 
the Veterans & Children Foundation (V&CF). 

That's inspired Chris Yates to set a personal 
fundraising goal of $3,000. “Our association 
with Kilter makes it easy,” says Yates, 
Department of California judge advocate and 
member of Alvin Myo Dunn Post 365 in Vista, 
Calif. “I just go into my app and hit ‘fundraise. 

Kilter is the app that allows participants to 
track their progress and help raise funds. Here's 
how to use the app's fundraising feature: 

1. Sign in, go to the fundraising section and click 
“start request.” 

2. Fillin your activity goal and a requested 
donation amount. 

3. Press “share” to send a message to family 
members, friends and others via email or text. 

“| can send that out, or copy and paste it for 
Facebook,” Yates says. “I just ask friends to 
contribute. Marines I've served with 25 years ago 
have contributed. People | went to high school 
with have contributed. The app makes it really 
simple for us to raise money for a great cause.” 

Two new challenges are underway now: 

* 100 Miles for Hope Breakout Challenge - This 
month, departments are competing against one 
another, grouped by population sizes. Those that 
raise the most donations in dollars for V&CF via 
the Kilter app in July will receive rewards. 

* 100 Miles for Hope Riders Challenge - This 
event allows Riders chapters or individual 
members to hit different tier levels for rewards. 
Each level requires a chapter or individual to 
complete both a minimum number of miles and 
donations for V&CF. This challenge is free for 
Riders already signed up for 100 Miles for Hope. 

Learn more about 100 Miles for Hope, the two 
new challenges, the Kilter app and more at 
legion.org/100miles. 
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Gl Bill benefits 
and foster children 


Q:/ am currently in the Army and hope to retire 
within 10 years. Since | earned a master’s degree, 
I transferred my Post-9/11 GI Bill education 
benefits to my two children. However, | was 
unable to transfer them to my foster child. | hear 
that servicemembers are now able to do that. 
What is the process? 


As Signed into law Jan. 6, the Johnny Isakson and 
David P. Roe, M.D., Veterans Health Care and 
Benefits Improvement Act of 2020 changes the 
definition of an eligible dependent. Approved 
servicemembers may transfer their Post-9/11 GI Bill 
education benefits to foster or legal ward 
dependents. These dependents must reside with 
the servicemember, following a court order, for at 
least 12 consecutive months. To add a dependent, 
complete a transfer request and assign at least 
one month to that child. Once granted, the 
dependent is listed on the Approval Transfer 
Request. At that time, a servicemember can assign 
as many months of benefits to the dependent as 
desired. 


Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and 
member of American Legion Post 27 in Apache 
Junction, Ariz. askvalerie@legion.org 


McPhie 
Eagle 
Scout of x 
theYear 

John McPhie of Irvine, Calif., is The American 
Legion's 2021 Eagle Scout of the Year and will 
receive a $10,000 college scholarship. His brother, 
Michael McPhie, received the Legion’s 2020 Eagle 
Scout of the Year award. 

McPhie, 15, earned his Eagle Scout rank in 2019. 
With help from local schools, Scout units and 
community organizations, he assembled emergency 
paracord bracelets that can be deployed within 
30 seconds, releasing 7.5 feet of paracord that can 
be used to secure camouflaged nets to trees or 
vehicles, build makeshift shelters, create harnesses 
to extract injured people, make slings or splints, and 
more. The bracelets went into Operation Gratitude 
care packages, which are sent to deployed 
servicemembers, first responders, military recruits 
and veterans. 

McPhie hopes to attend the U.S. Naval Academy. 


USS ARIZONA 


AT SALT RIVER 


[- MEMORIAL GARDENS 
Your gift provides hope ! 


for disabled veterans Li 
and children in need : 


et eee 
“igual * ‘ig lanai 


A place to 

remember. 

yeanrONY =A place to 
reflect. 


Learn more: 888.979.5010 
USSArizonaSaltRiver.com 


Proudly located 
in the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community 
Arizona 


ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME - 
WASHINGTON, D.C. & GULFPORT MISS 


Tne penelen 
Living for 
THE AMERICAN LEGION Eligible Veterans 
VETERANS & CHILDREN 
FOUNDATION 


Offering superb medical programs, 
healthy meals, fun activities. Enjoy 
the camaraderie and security you 


deserve! 
. Call 800.422.9988 
www.legion.org/vcf sane sae 


RAPID FIRE 


“We all must play a pivotal role to ensure we can meet 
in Phoenix and to create a safe national convention experience 
for all who can attend. We can certainly be flexible, have patience, 


and put the safety of our members first this year in order to meet.” 
National Convention Commission Chairman Michael Walton 


Health guidelines for 102nd National Convention 


During the 102nd National Convention in Phoenix, set for 


Aug. 27-Sept. 2, The American Legion will follow official Cancellations 
guidance, precautions, and rules from the convention host The National Convention Parade 
city. Please note that everything is subject to change. Go to and National Band Contest have 
legion.org/convention for the latest news. been canceled. 


SAFETY PROCEDURES 


Face coverings 

>» Wear at all times unless actively 
eating or drinking 

> Wear covering both nose and mouth 

>» Do not touch or adjust masks in public 


WHAT TO EXPECT IN PHOENIX 


Temperature checks 

> Taken daily for 
entrance into the 
Phoenix Convention 


: Center 
>» Make sure they are clean, in good ‘ 
shape and worn right-side out P se il 
> Do not borrow or loan er niget 


require a 10-minute 
hold in a control area to await a 
second screening. 

A reading of 100.4 or higher on the 
second screening will require a 


> Must be worn on the convention stage and only 
removed when at the lectern speaking 

> Required while riding buses from hotels to the 
Phoenix Convention Center 


a 


Social C= Hands negative result on a COVID-19 rapid 
distancing er Follow CDC guidelines test to permit entry to the venue. 
Maintain at cli and wash hands for Pre-registration 

least 6 feet @ 20 seconds with > The national convention is a private 
at all times a hot water and soap. event, not open to the public. 


> Walk-ins are not permitted. 
All attendees must register in 
advance with their departments. 


wv 


Greetings 
No hugs, kisses or handshakes. Instead, 

try fist bumps, elbow bumps, footshakes, 
waves, salutes and tips of the hat. 


Liability waiver 

Any attendee and dignitary must sign a 
waiver to attend. The city of Phoenix 
accepts no liability and declines to 
WHEN TO STAY HOME indemnify anyone choosing to attend. 


» If you experience any symptoms within 14 days Exhibit Hall numbers 
of the convention There will be a maximum number of 
> If you test positive within 14 days of departure people in the Exhibit Hall at one time. 


The Navy's next frigate 


The newest Constellation-class frigate will be named USS 
Congress in honor of President George Washington's six 
original frigates, Military.com reports. (The first ship in the class 
was named USS Constellation.) If the Navy follows through and 
names the rest of the class after those original ships christened 
for the newborn American republic, they would be named 
President, Chesapeake, United States and Constitution. 


Wikimedia Commons 
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Vea #1 STAIRLIFT BRAND me 


STAIRLIFTS 


hia 


¥ 


< 


Hy 


AN ACORN STAIRLIFT IS THE 
PERFECT SOLUTION FOR: 


v Arthritis/COPD sufferers 


v Those with mobility issues 


Plus receive your FREE stairlift 
buying guide, info kit & DVD! 


v¥ Anyone who hurts using the stairs 


sue 1-866-695-5426 


*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid 
towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. B { ‘ 
Please mention this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, 2 

WA ACORNSI8940B, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VHO7752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5, AK “Ne —— 
134057, HIC.0656293. 


FREE PROOF SET 
yougs B | DR° Trimmer 
Mower 


* USA 


ENGINEERED AND BUILT 


Assembled in the USA 
using domestic and 
foreign parts. 


Grind away stumps fast 
Tungsten carbide-tipped teeth 


Rotary head takes 360 
“bites” per second 


: \ Self-propelled - 
Buy the 1986 Statue of Liberty half available wee gd TRIM fencelines & perimeters 
dollar proof at a low price and get a im topes 

FREE heres US. prior set! "This * USA we f MIO walsh inghipiassS: weeds 
was America’s first and most subscribed ENGINEERED AND BUILT : i Q 5X the power of handheld trimmers 
copper-nickel half dollar. We'll include a ‘Assembledinahe Usa. A sal Self-propelled models 

free modern proof set with your purchase. bao aa \ 
Both: $19 (#49884). 30-Day No-Risk so Gas- or battery-powered 
Money-Back Guarantee. NO CLUB 
TO JOIN; NO ON-APPROVAL COINS 
SENT. oe 4 y 


International Coins & Currency 


Fx 


SHIPPING 


62 Ridge St., melee N5960, Montpelier, VT 05602 Request your FREE PRODUCT CATALOG 
‘ Limitations apply. Online or Toll-Free at 800-731-0178 


RAPID FIRE 


FOCUS ON FINANCES 37 J). MoONTANARO 


Why you should diversify your retirement income 


“Don't put all your eggs in one basket.” 

The old saying brings to mind the concept of 
diversification, a basic tenet of investing. However, 
it’s not necessarily a top-of-mind concept in 
retirement-income discussions. It should be. In 
fact, diversification can be a cornerstone, whether 
you're accumulating or utilizing your portfolio. 

Here are five reasons to build your own 
diversified retirement-income plan: 


More income streams means more flexibility. In 
a perfect scenario, a single guaranteed, inflation- 
adjusted stream of income would more than meet 
your needs. For most, a more realistic scenario 
includes several sources of income that can be 
adjusted based on market and economic 
conditions, as well as changes to your personal 
situation. Naturally, you have greater control and 
options if you have more sources to leverage. 


Taxes can be a game-changer. Building a plan 
that includes taxable and tax-free income streams 
is a game-changer. The tax code and tax brackets 
become your personal playground as you make 
decisions to increase, decrease or eliminate 
various types of income to manage how much you 
pay in taxes. This flexibility is most easily created 
early in your accumulation journey with a tax- 
diversified approach to retirement investing. Roth 
conversions, municipal bonds, permanent life 
insurance, and careful use of retirement plan and 
IRA distributions could all be part of the mix. 


Guaranteed income streams provide peace of 
mind. We don't have to work hard to recall wild 


Russia's Arctic buildup 


Satellite images made public by 
Maxar reveal a large-scale and 
“continuous buildup of Russian military 
bases and hardware on the country’s 
Arctic coastline,” CNN reports. 

The images indicate the existence of 
underground storage facilities, 
deployment of long-range bombers 
and MiG-31BM fighter jets, and 
installation of new radar systems, 
some not far from the coast of Alaska. 

The Maxar images also show the 
refitting and rebuilding of old Cold 
War-era bases, and the construction of 
new bases, on the Kola Peninsula in 
northwest Russia. 


to vote 
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75% Voters who say people 
should be required to show 
photo ID before being allowed 


74% White voters who say 
people should be required to show photo ID before being 
allowed to vote 


market swings, scary headlines and a lot of 
uncertainty. Such times highlight the benefits of 
income streams from Social Security, employer 
pensions, military retirement, certificates of 
deposit and immediate annuities. But guaranteed 
often comes with trade-offs. 


Inflation is doing heavy lifting in the 
background. Unfortunately, many guaranteed 
streams of income don’t account for inflation. 
Military retirement and Social Security are notable 
(and extremely valuable) exceptions, but most 
corporate pensions, government pensions and 
retail-purchased immediate annuity options don't 
include an inflation adjustment. If they do, it’s an 
expensive add-on. Income sources from dividend- 
paying stocks, convertible securities and real- 
estate investments may all help on that front. 


Even Social Security requires important 
decisions. According to Social Security, about 90% 
of Americans older than 65 receive income from 
this program. That makes it very likely it will be 
part of your diversified-retirement income plan. 
However, it’s important to make smart choices on 
timing, to leverage retirement credits and 
understand survivor benefits to make the most of 
your own Social Security benefit. 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with 
USAA, The American Legion’s preferred provider of 
financial services. Submit questions for him online. 


legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 


Broad support for ballot 
integrity measures 


69% Black voters who say people should be required to 
show photo ID before being allowed to vote 


21% Voters who say people should not be required to 
show photo ID before being allowed to vote 


Source: Rasmussen Reports 


A Distinctive Way to Show Your ce 
Military Pride ¢ 


Versatile Hoodie Crafted 
in Easy-care, Comfort Knit 


MARINE 
CORPS 


Bold Branch Designs 
on Front and Back 


Available in 5 Men’s Sizes 
from Medium-X XXL 


Available in 
4 Military 


Service Branches | ——— 
ip (U.S.ARMY | 
ARMY AIR FORCE,,, 
A TRIBUTE TO T HOSE WHO SERVE 

No matter your service allegiance, now you can show your support in big, tippets on the hood drawstrings. And it’s available in 5 sizes, medium 
bold style, with our “Military Pride” Men’s Hoodie —an exclusive design to XXXL. Imported. 
available in four military branches. Crafted in tan easy-care cotton A REMARKABLE VALUE... AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME 
blend knit, it features a large official branch emblem on the back and The “Military Pride” Men’s Hoodie can be yours now for $99.95* 
bold branch name on the front. The letters on the front are individual (sizes XXL-XXXL, add $10), payable in 3 convenient installments 
appliqués designed with a unique gradient technique. Detailing continues of just $33.32 each, and backed by our 30-day, money-back guarantee. 
throughout this apparel exclusive, like a flag patch on the left sleeve, To reserve yours, send no money now; just return your Priority Reservation. 
complementary cream sherpa lining in the hood, kangaroo pockets, But don’t delay! This custom hoodie is only available from The Bradford 
knit cuffs and hem, a full front zipper, and even chrome-look metal Exchange, and this is a limited-time offer. So order today! 


™Officially Licensed Product of the Air Force (www.airforce.com). @Official Licensed Product of the U.S. Army. By federal law, licensing fees paid to the U.S. Army for use of its trademarks provide support to the Army Trademark Licensing Program, 
and net licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. Army Morale, Welfare, and Recreation programs. U.S. Army name, trademarks and logos are protected under federal law and used under license by The Bradford Exchange. 
Officially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps. @Officially Licensed by the Department of the Navy. 


Order today at bradfordexchange.com/militarytan 
Connect with us! Efi 
Where Passion Becomes Art. 


) (0) y ©2021 The Bradford Exchange 01-29616-001-BIBMPOR 


a 
Bradford Exchange 


' + Since 1973 + t 
The Bradford Exchange Signature 
9345 Milwaukee Avenue, Niles, Illinois 60714-1393 U.S.A. wae iar Ms 
t Please reserve the “Military Pride” Men’s Hoodie for me, in the service branch == : Name (Please Print Clearly) i 
1 a ee t 
selected below, and in the size indicated. Address 
' O) Mari : M (38-40) 
Marine Corps 01-29616-001 Size L (42-44) City State Zip 
| LD Army 01-30464-001 Si XL (46-48) 
H Navy, 01-30465-001 Size XXL (50-52) E-mail 
H t 


3 A *Plus a total of $13.99 shipping and service (See bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 2-4 weeks 
Air Force, 01-30466-001 Size XXXL (54-56) after inital payment for shipment. Al sales are subject to product availabilty and order acceptance, | E4902 


COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, e-mail reunions@legion.org or submit 
information online at legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are free. 

Notices will remain online until the final day 
of the reunion. Upon submission, allow three 
months for your reunion to be published in 
print. Due to the large number of reunions, 
The American Legion Magazine will publisha 
group's listing twice a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 


Other notices 

“In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 

We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos 
or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must include 
the name of the unit from which you seek people, 
the time period and the location, as well as a 
contact name, phone number and e-mail address. 
Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: “In Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are free. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 
memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. 


NAVY 


Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation Division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
American Legion department service officer for 
information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for 
Legionnaires who served as department 
commanders or national officers. 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP 


756th Sqdn Assn, Solomons Island, MD, 
9/3-6, John Riccio, (804) 432-0038, 
756squadronassociation@gmail.com; Aerial 
Recon Assn, Sisters, OR, 9/9-12, Bill Harwood, 
(971) 219-5144, harwoodbandc@gmail.com 


ARMY 


1st Signal Bde (Vietnam, Thailand & Korea), 
Crystal City, VA, 9/15-19, Bob Van Pelt, (518) 210- 
2868, bvpcsm@aol.com; 2nd Bn 2nd Inf “Devil's 
Deuces” (Fort Lewis, WA, 1972-1977), Virtual, 
7/23 & 7/31, Bob Koury, 22devilsdeuce@gmail. 
com; 2nd Bn 94th Arty, Clarksville, TN, 9/14-18, 
Felton Dunnehoo, (337) 513-8320, feldun@msn. 
com; 3rd Armd Div & All Armor and Cav Service 
Vets, Washington, DC, 11/4-7, Larry Klauser, 
(847) 421-9585, larrymgdlite@gmail.com; 8th 
Armd Div, Herndon, VA, 8/20-22, Anthony 
Waskie, (215) 423-3930, 8tharmoreddivision@ 
gmail.com; 35th/538th Land Clearing Co (LC), 
Bethel, ME, 8/20-22, Craig Ryerson, (207) 515- 
0455, carjar95@megalink.net; 107th Eng Assn, 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI, 8/6-8, Tom Perry, (906) 486- 
4861, perryte@att.net; 720th MP Bn, Nashville, 
TN, 10/4-7, Cathy Belcher, 800-277-3770, cathy@ 
travelvent.com; D Co 3/21 (Gimlets), 196th Light 
Inf Bde Americal Div (Jan 1970-Nov 1971), 
Nashville, TN, 11/7-10, Dennis Whittaker, (408) 
255-8527, denwhittak@aol.com; D Co 3rd Bn 
7th Inf, Yorktown, VA, 8/6-8, Ed Kuster, (757) 
874-6872, kustergeried@cox.net 


MARINES 


Marine Embassy Guard (MEGA), Alexandria, VA, 


9/30-10/4, Steven Maxwell, (817) 251-3551, 
steven.maxwell@embassymarine.org; Mike 

Co 3rd Bn 7th Mar (1968-1969), Asheville, NC, 
8/30-9/2, John Mason, (828) 352-6585, jmason@ 
roberts-steven.com; USMC Force Logistics Cmd 
Vietnam (All Bns), Tucson, AZ, 9/25-29, Michael 
Fishbaugh, (606) 789-5010, smfishbaugh@ 
mikrotec.com 


LEGION SHOPPER 


e HAT PINS e MEDALS e 

e FREE COLOR CATALOG 

e 2500+ Military Designs 

e Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

e Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

e Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 


HONORS 


by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 
P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 
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Arnold J. Isbell DD 869, Jacksonville, FL, 11/12-15, 
James Walter, (410) 452-0202, jwmauser@ 
yahoo.com; Assn of Minemen, Charleston, 

SC, 10/14-17, Nathan Miranda, (626) 824-0727, 
assocminemen@yahoo.com; Dewey DLG 14/ 
DDG 45, Charleston, SC, 9/16-19, Jack Casta, 
(610) 608-0946, jax12654@gmail.com; Everett 
F. Larson DDR/DD 830, Indianapolis, 9/8-12, 
Arthur Jacobson, (480) 857-0986, artjacobson@ 
yahoo.com; Furse DD/DDR 882, Charleston, SC, 
10/27-31, Dan Riddle, (239) 272-1270, naplesdlr@ 
aol.com; Grayback SSG/LPSS/SS 574, Las 
Vegas, 8/25-29, Kent Weekly, (951) 445-6279, 
kentwe55@gmail.com; Greenwich Bay AVP 41, 
Chattanooga, TN, 10/7-10, Richard Huey, (248) 
824-4915, rhueyO277@gmail.com; Guam LPH 9 
Assn, Branson, MO, 7/18-23, Al Getter, (619) 857- 
5992, g2121@cox.net; James E. Kyes DD 787, Salt 
Lake City, 9/30-10/3, Julie Youle-Lenoch, (801) 
364-5200, montiejocha@yahoo.com; Laffey DD 
724, Gettysburg, PA, 10/3-7, Leigh-Ann Zerden, 
(302) 249-5591, sweeten2780@aol.com; Neches 
AO 47, Branson, MO, 9/9-12, Johnny Hanlon, 
(918) 760-7371, johnnyhanlon@cox.net; Rasher 
SS/SSR/AGSS 269, Galveston, TX, 9/15-19, 
Richard Moore, (804) 815-0730, drifterpilot@ 
cox.net; Saint Paul CA 73, Kalispell, MT, 9/8-11, 
Barry Fitzgerald, (913) 938-4030, jandbfitz@ 
kc.rr.com; Samuel B. Roberts DD 823, Boston, 
10/4-8, James Norton, (802) 893-8045, jijo1944@ 
comcast.net; Severn AO 61, Roanoke, VA, 
9/28-10/2, Wayne C. Williams, (570) 417-2995, 
beegdblu@aol.com; Tradevman (TD), Orlando, 
FL, 11/28-12/2, Michael LeBlanc, (919) 368-8793, 
tradevmanassociation@gmail.com; VA-106/ 
VF-62, Branson, MO, 10/10-13, Bud Huuki, (906) 
201-1528, gunnerh@up.net; VF-213 Black Lions, 
Branson, MO, 10/6-10, Jerry Carson, (641) 340- 
3194, jcarson@iowatelecom.net; Waller DD/ 
DDE 466, Covington, LA, 10/17-21, Keith Lemons, 
(606) 365-2902, schulerlemons98@gmail.com; 
William H. Bates SSN 680, Orlando, FL, 8/30-31, 
Chuck Phillippe, (270) 559-4171, chuck. phillippe@ 
acplusmarine.com 


Post 337, GA: Marshall Cripps 
Post 534, NC: Jerry D. Weathers 


IN SEARCH OF 


2nd Mar Div, Classified Files Sect (Camp 
Lejeune, NC, 1973), Robert Mull, 1099 Heather 
Drive, Chambersburg, PA 17202 

2nd Msl Bn 82nd Arty (Harvey Bks, Kitzingen, 
Germany, 1961-1963), Michael Detorie, (443) 
825-6239 

D Co 3/21 “Gimlets,” 196th LIB Americal Div 
(Jan 1970-Nov 1971), Dennis Whittaker, (408) 
255-8527, denwhittak@aol.com 

MTM Co Maint Bn 1st FSR/FLC FMF PAC 
(FOB Bravo, north of Da Nang, Vietnam, 
1969-1970), Pete Rosenberg, (972) 552-9504, 
oldpedro@sbcglobal.net 

Redeye Msl Unit 1/9 Inf 2nd Inf Div Indianhead 
(South Korea, 1968-1969), Jimmy Woodard, 
(704) 718-1586, jwoodard13@gmail.com 

VP-56 AW (1973-1978), Bob Blankley, (731) 
610-0054 


TAPS 


Richard D. Hovorka, Dept. of South Dakota. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1992-1993 and Nat'l Americanism 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1996-2003. 

Isaac S. Kelley, Dept. of Virginia. Dept. Cmdr. 
2012-2013, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
2003-2008 and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & 
Rehab. Cmsn. Memb. 2008-2015. 

Ron Ordelheide, Dept. of Indiana. Nat'l Media 
& Communications Cncl. Memb. 2016-2021. 

James L. Reigel, Dept. of Wisconsin. Dept. 
Cmdr. 2008-2009, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 2009-2013, Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 2007-2009, Nat'l Veterans 
Employment & Education Cncl. Memb. 
2013-2018 and Nat'l Veterans Employment & 
Education Cmsn. Consultant 2018-2021. 

Donald R. Young, Dept. of South Dakota. Dept 
Cmdr. 1998-1999. 


U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 
FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 


VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 


WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com 
CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


DOG TAGS 
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THE LEGION ON FACEBOOK 
WWW.LEGION.ORG/FACEBOOK 


car to help 
veterans 


It’s easy, free and tax-deductible. 


Call (844-453-4466) 
or visit legion.org/donate/auto 


Schedule your 
convenient pick- ar 


Receive a donation receipt 
for your gift 


HONOR HIS 
PAST. SECURE 
HER sae 


Including The American 
Legion in your estate plans 
is one of the simplest ways 
to make a lasting impact on 

the lives of both veterans 

and future generations. 


For more information: 
plannedgiving@legion.org 
317.630.1229 
legion.org/plannedgiving 


EIN 90-101797 |Legal Name: 
American Legion Charities, Inc. 
700 N. Pennsylvania St. 

PO. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 


IF YOU'RE A VETERAN WEARING 
ADULT DIAPERS TO CONTROL 


URINARY INCONTINENCE, YOU 
ARE NOT ALONE 


Did you know that 18% or almost 
twice as many men with military 


D \ 
, : ; pS ay 
service experience urinary wv fee aE = 
la A 
incontinence? \7 oe 
¥ 100% ¥ 

a LY A 
If you're a veteran looking for w ty 
urinary incontinence solutions a 


for daily leaks or as a result of an 

injury while serving our country, 

Men's Liberty™ can help you get out of 
absorbent products, condom catheters or 
pads and start living your life without letting 
incontinence get in your way. 


| can keep doing what | want to do, without having to worry about running to 
the bathroom or changing my clothes. It’sa Godsend. | —Johnin Michigan 


Confidence. Regain your freedom & mobility. 


Men's Liberty is a life-changing solution. One unit keeps you dry for up to 
24 hours. This patented and proprietary external collection device for men 
ends dependency on adult absorbent briefs, pads and condom catheters — 
making embarrassing accidents a thing of the past! 
Dependable - more than 5 million have been used. 
Until Men's Liberty, men with urinary incontinence faced only uncomfortable 
choices. Men’s Liberty will keep you dry and comfortable both day and night. 
Comfortable - discreet, non-invasive. 


Men's Liberty is external and non-invasive. The proprietary design fits most 
anatomy and flexes as you move. One unit will keep you dry day and night. 


Affordable - available to most for little to no out-of-pocket cost.** 


Adult diapers can cost up to $200 a month when used regularly. Men’s 
Liberty is covered by Medicare, VA/TriCare and over 3,000 insurance plans. We 
handle all paperwork, claims and billing your insurance or Medicare provider. 
If you're ready to save thousands of dollars a year, get your insurance card 
and give us a call today. 


Call Today and Receive a Free Week's Supply 
with your First Order! 


1-833-501-7581 


Men's EES 


www.MensLiberty.com/AL2021 MADE IN USA 


*Free weeks supply is shipped after your first full order and requires a doctor's authorization and qualification. **Patient is 
responsible for payments not made by Medicare or Insurance including co-pays and deductibles. Some restrictions and 
conditions apply. 


PARTING SHOTS 


Change is hard. Have you ever tried 
to bend a coin? 


A GUY walks into a bar ... and is disqualified 
from the limbo contest. 


A BOY enters a barber shop, and the barber 
whispers to his customer, “This is the dumbest 
kid in the world. Watch while I prove it to you.” 
The barber puts a dollar billin one hand and 
two quarters in the other, then calls the boy over 
and asks, “Which do you want, son?” The boy 
takes the quarters and leaves. “You have the right to remain silent. 
“What did I tell you?” the barber says. “That Andee does yoursnint? 
kid never learns!” 
Later, when the customer leaves, he sees the 
same boy coming out of an ice cream shop. 
“Hey, kid! May ask you a question? Why did 
you take the quarters instead of the dollar bill?” 
The boy licks his cone and replies, “Because 
the day I take the dollar the game is over!” 


TWO CROWS are flying along when an F/A- 
18E/F Super Hornet suddenly screams past, 
barely missing them. 
“Wow!” one crow exclaims. “He was moving!” 
“You would be too,” the other crow quips, “if 
you had two backsides and both were on fire!” 


DEAR MATH, grow up and solve your own 
problems. 


A SERGEANT addressed his squad. “I have a 
nice easy job for the laziest man here,” he said. 
“Put up your hand if you are the laziest.” 
Every soldier did so but one. “Why didn’t you 
raise your hand?” the sergeant asked him. 
“Too much trouble raising the hand, Sarge.” 


I THOUGHT the dryer was shrinking my 
clothes. Turns out it was the refrigerator. 


“I PLAYED basketball for five years, and I wasa 
benchwarmer all five years. If you were never a 
benchwarmer, I cannot express to you the 
humiliation of, every Saturday morning, putting 
on a pair of breakaway pants and never having a 
reason to break them away. Then they’re just 


“Headquarters says its menu options 
pants.” - John Mulaney may have changed.” 
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Serving those: 
who have serv 


Enjoy big entertainment and | 
big savings with this special __ 
offer for military and veterans. 


Only the best for our veterans. 


Enjoy movie night on us. 


Get your first movie rental each 
month included. 


Make the Stars & Stripes 
Pack yours. 


You'll love this collection of nine action- 


Get upgraded to the 
Hopper® Smart HD DVR. 


Watch TV anywhere. Get voice 


control and built-in apps. 
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packed channels — a $240 value! 
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Better TV starts here. 


America’s Top 120 America’s Top 200 America’s Top 250 
99 
$64°2 $8 vd $9 = 
few Rit tet Seiten. oll ont esi mace 


Everything sports, 


Everything sports and entertainment. enisiainmentand-movies: 


Local channels included. 


2-Year TV Price Guarantee + Free Standard Professional Installation + Free Premium Channels for 3 Months 


After 3 months, you will be billed $30/mo. for STARZ, Showtime and DISH Movie Pack unless you call or go online to cancel. Offer subject to change based on premium channel availability. 


844-327-0039 


or visit your local Authorized Retailer 


If you are active-duty military or a veteran, mention “Military Offer” to get your additional benefits. 


Military and Veteran offer requires verification within 30 days of account activation to continue receiving monthly movie rental and Stars & Stripes Pack at no additional cost. 

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. All offers require credit qualification, 2-year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront 
fees may apply based on credit qualification. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo. 

Important Terms and Conditions: Qualification: Advertised price requires credit qualification and eAutoPay. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends 7/14/21. 2-year commitment: Early termination 
fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $64.99 advertised price: America’s Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo for 1 TV. Available with 2-year price guarantee 
for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($79.99 for AT120+, $89.99 for AT200, $99.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-$15). Regional Sports: RSN 
Surcharge of up to $3/mo. applies to AT120+ and higher packages and varies based on location. NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), DISH 
Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: After 3 mos., you will be billed $30/mo. for STARZ, Showtime and DISH Movie Pack unless you call to cancel. Other: All packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in 
price guarantee are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., if selected you will be billed $9.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly 
fees may apply. © 2021 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. 
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Beans today, Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve will take orders 
ona first-come, first-served basis for these beautiful one ounce 
$50 Gold American Eagle coins. Gold Eagles are the perfect way for 
Americans to protect their wealth and hedge against inflation and 
global uncertainty. This offer is for new customers only. There 


c 

wy is a Strict limit of one coin per household, per lifetime. Nationwide 
has set these one ounce $50 Gold Eagles at the incredible price of 
only $1,850.00* each. There are no mark ups, no premiums, and 
no dealer fees. This at-cost offer is meant to help ease the Ameri- 
can public’s transition into the safety of gold. 


Global turmoil, an overpriced stock market, and the recent gold correction make this the perfect time to move 


ONE OUNCE $50_ 
7OLD AMERICAN EAC 


a into gold. Everyday citizens make the decision to move away from a declining dollar and the dangers of Wall 
HONORING ALL Street toward the safety of gold. Call today to order your one ounce $50 Gold American Eagle at dealer cost. 
0 


Trustpilot ***** Rated “EXCELLENT” 
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AT NATIONWIDE COIN & BULLION RESERVE WE GUARANTEE THAT YOUR 
‘s—f* FIRST PURCHASE OF ONE $50 GOLD AMERICAN EAGLE WILL ALWAYS BE 
\!/ My lj » AT COST AND COMPLETELY FREE OF ANY DEALER MARK UP. 

i We cannot extend this invitation to the entire public. Hopefully, 


¢; the lucky few who receive this offer will take advantage of this rare 


Hh X Sie \\ ey opportunity to learn about the safety in gold diversification. 
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GOLD IS UP OVER 25% IN THE LAST YEAR! 
pat cost orren, 77” 
A YEAR IN GOLD > fiscaeth a Af 
uncertainty, the price of gold is INGE O20 


HASSLE FREE Af 
predicted to skyrocket. This may be 25% SINGE 2020 > no haggle or hassle sales A, 
your final opportunity to buy gold SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
below $2,000 an ounce. — pier available for orders | Af 

ate of projection 1/5/2021 of $50, 000 or more 


visa f=) MENTION KEY CODE WHEN CALLING 
NATIONWIDE 1- 300. 11- 9963 


“Advertised price at time of printing. Ad creation date 5/13/2021. Actual price may be higher or lower due to fluctuations in the gold market. Call for lowest At-Cost price. Nationwide Coins has the lowest 
advertised price for $50 Gold American Eagles in the industry. We will match any other verified offer of the advertised coin. Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve is a retailer of precious metals and rare coins 
and does not provide investment advice or financial planning. Anyone considering purchasing metals or rare coins as an investment should consult an investment professional. All transactions with and 
purchases from Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve are subject to its Terms & Conditions, which are available for review on its website at www.nationwidecoins.com/terms-conditions. 


| | raver 31,950 
ER $1,950 
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Leading financial experts predict 

the gold market to continue in the 
same pattern witnessed over the last 
year. Due to ongoing international 


USD PER OUNCE 


